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From Your Chapter Director
Spring is in the air. The weather is changing along with the
gradual lifting of restrictions. With over 4.5 million doses of
Covid-19 vaccine administered in the state; finally, I am
comfortable going out in the public. The 3 W’s still apply.
We are slowly getting back to normal with chapter
gatherings, starting with Zoom meetings in February and
March. The April meeting will be a cookout at my house on
Saturday, April 10th starting around 3:00 PM. We will do
some burgers and dogs on the grill. Food and drinks will be
provided by the Chapter. There will be a 50/50 to help
cover expenses. This will be our first in-person gathering in
a while so folks can fellowship and catch up on happenings.
The 3 W’s will apply with wearing a mask, social distancing
and washing hands. Look forward to seeing all of you on the
10th.
The Eastern Chapters “Wings over Carolina” ride is
Saturday, April 17th. Meeting place is 52 Tobacco Road in
Rocky Mount starting at 10:00 AM. An escorted ride leaves out at 11:00. Bring a picnic lunch.
See flyer in the newsletter for more details.
I commend our newsletter editors, Janice and Deetra and all of you for our outstanding
newsletter. The February and March issues was awesome. Thanks to all of you who are
submitting articles that make our newsletter one of the best in the district. I like the two new
sections, “The Safety Zone” and “Readers Rides: Past and Present”. I want to thank Brad
Bradford and John Rooney for these new additions. Remember, anyone - meaning you can
submit an article.
We are still searching for a meeting location, preferably in the Wake Forest area. I think we
are close and hopefully will have an announcement at our gathering in April.
Upcoming events are the District Logo Contest – entry due by April 13th. The Central Chapters
“Wings over Carolina” ride on May 1st and the Western Chapters ride in June. Wing Ding is
June 29th through July 3rd. So far, I know of Andre Eason and John Hunter going to Wing
Ding. If there are others let me know. The District are looking for folks to help with greeting
on Thursday, July 1. Be sure to pencil in “Wings Over the Smokies”, September 2nd – 4th at
the Smoky Mountain Event Center (formally Haywood County Fairgrounds). The Grand Prize
drawing this year is for $10,000.
Happy Easter and I look forward to seeing you Saturday, April 10th.
Until then, Be Safe!
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John Bryant
Chapter Director

The “X” Files April 2021
Wake Forest Wings Chapter NC-X Wake Forest, North Carolina
From Your MEC
The Best Laid Plans of Mice and Men...
We may layout great plans, but life has a way of laughing at the
calendars that we create. I had my schedule all set to report on Glenn and
my trip to the Florida District Rally. But life gets in the way (in this case via
unexpected house guests followed by an unexpected death). And here I am
almost a week later, finally getting to this task.
Glenn and I received our second vaccine and as soon as I recovered from what I would call a
violent reaction, our conversation began to change regarding the Gathering of Wings.
“Perhaps”, “well maybe,” and “let’s think about it” began to dominate our expressions.
Finally, a decision was made, and reservations followed.
At the last minute, due to threats of strong winds and possible storms, we changed our plans -this should have been a warning-- and loaded the car. Our drive to Florida really remained
uneventful. We had exactly 1, 2, 3 drops of rain hit our windshield --we were not very happy
about our decision to drive rather than ride. We did, however experience some gusty winds in
Georgia. On the flip side, the cage did allow concentrated time to work on that week’s Bible
Study lesson that I was to teach Monday after returning. The story was about Joseph and his
brothers. The lesson was ‘something good often comes from something bad”, and I had the
opportunity to live it out.
Arriving dry and studied up, we met Sue and Charles Langley just checking in. Dan and Linda
Balfrey (Albemarle) appeared in the lobby relatively immediately with Pat Jordan and Roger
Felton from Sanford. And what a group we made. The Langley’s and the Kennedys with cages,
the Balfrey party on bikes. The cages never budged, but the bikes took a trek we all made
during the last Gathering of the Wings. Then we stumbled onto a barbeque place that had
just opened. The fact that the Balfrey party chose to retrace that ride speaks loudly of how
delicious the food was!
Before leaving Raleigh, Glenn and I had hustled our bustles to have brochures for Wings Over
Smokies and raffle tickets for the $10,000 grand prize delivered to hotel. But alas when
asking for said package, there was none to be had! Glenn was fit to be tied! After hearing
“take a minute to calm down” many times, and after the ticket provider confirmed delivery
on Wednesday, a very annoyed Glenn returned to the front desk to peruse the mail room
himself! Within just a few hours, the gang gathered and stapled 2,000 tickets together in
books of 5. Friday morning, Sue went out like a bolt of lightning. Everyone she saw wound up
buying tickets from her, I do believe. The rest of the NC contingent, including yours truly
participated in ticket sales as well; not with the same success rate that Sue Langley had,
however. So, we had something good from something bad.
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Glenn and I visited the vendors and learned about a new contraption that allows motorcycles
to trip the switch at stoplights. This company’s development is an interesting story
(something good from something bad). When you see him at WOtS be sure to inquire about
the generational development of this company. Another new vendor that you may see at
WOtS sells a non-alcohol-based sanitizer, a product line that flourishes (good) in the midst of
a pandemic (from bad). But one that has changed her plans is The Engraver. Life has dealt her
a blow and now she seldom travels to rallies, with Florida being her exception as she lives
there.

It was great to see friends and to play games with those friends!! Friends that we had not
seen in such a long time. Glenn and I went to the couples ‘Meet and Greet’ and had the great
delight of having a group picture made of all the attending district couples who were serving
at the same time we did, i.e., the district couples we stood with for selection. Out of our
group of 10 couples, two were missing, one of which is James and Deborah Lawler. We wish
you guys had been there!

After playing Bingo and while awaiting 1.5 hours to begin Closing Ceremonies in the same
room, I jumped into a neighboring table’s game of Rummy-Cub playing different positions on
the table, while various players prepared for Closing Ceremonies. Closing ceremonies were
the only time most of the 400 of us were enclosed in one room. There were
acknowledgements of various things but one that was outstanding to me
was the oldest member was 100+ and the youngest was 6; this little
adorable lass attended with her adored and adoring grandparents, but I
missed catching up with the older gentleman! We sat masked at
banquet tables, cheering on as awards and prizes were handed out. I
think it is the very first time I have ever been with Sue and Charles
that they did not take away a haul!
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After closing ceremonies was my very favorite part—an
intimate round table discussion with the NC contingent
regarding details WOtS. We talked about returning to the
partnership with Blue Ridge Motorcycling Magazine. We
agreed we all wanted a ride focus for WOtS but wanted to
also keep our guests as busy or as entertained as they
wanted to be and we discussed many ways to achieve that!
Now to be clear not everyone agreed with everything, but
all was willing to accept the consensus. Go Team!! Thanks
team for foraging forward despite the differences.
Our return trip was constant rain until we hit SC! Now we were delighted to be driving! And I
had ample time to conclude Bible Study preparations. (This win-win came for the loss of
riding!)
Moral of this episode: Our best plans may seem to fall apart but hold on, don’t give up. In
the end something good may still come out of it!
Put another way: The best laid plans of mice and men often bring very unexpected results!!

Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Chapter MEC
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From Your Event Coordinator
April can be, and we hope will be, a beautiful month, the first month of
Spring – yay! We deserve it. It has been a dreary winter, chilly and wet.
April is also a good month because my birthday is in April and the
anniversary of my marriage to Dale is also in April! A month of
celebration and joy – I feel blessed and happy to be alive.
Well, our back porch is finally completed. After the contractors finished
up, Dale finished off the ceiling of the porch with pine boards that we
coated with polyurethane. Ceiling fans are up, and indirect lighting
installed. Just waiting for some comfy furniture now. We love it, and
hope to spend a lot of time in it.

Hope that you all have been able to get vaccinated against the COVID virus. So many people
are having trouble getting appointments. I am hopeful that enough of us will be vaccinated
that we can begin to have gatherings again. We have missed you all.
At this time, I am having some issues with my heart, and will be undergoing a catherization
on 3/31. Once that is completed, one of my issues should be resolved, and the others will be
monitored until such time as they need to be addressed. Who said that age is part of the
golden years?
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Dale and I have been learning about ‘streaming’ on the TV. I am not very technologically
advanced, and really don’t care to be, but I sometimes feel that the world is passing me by.
Anyway, a friend of ours has apprised us of all the advantages of streaming, not the least of
which is a lower bill for our favorite TV programs. Well, I am all up for that and so Dale has
been working on getting into 2021 and perhaps beyond? We should end up with more
programs, more access to previous shows, and a lower bill. I like not feeling like I am being
ripped off every month.
We have also gotten rid of our landline phone and replaced it with different landline phones,
same number, called Ooma! Our internet provider, who also provided our landline phone
service, is now charging us less than half of the usual bill. Do not ask me any questions,
because I can’t answer them – ask Dale. Do any of you have any idea what life was like on
earth ‘back in the day’ when I was born? I am in way over my head! For instance, our medical
doctors keep telling us to go online and check out our charts which are kept up to date by
their office. On that site, we will also learn about upcoming appointments, test results,
prescriptions, etc. The only problem is, every time I go on one of those sites, they ask me to
update my password, for security reasons. I don’t want to update my password every time I
go on the site! I hate going on the site. Just call me, please. That way I can talk to a real
person, not a robot. Do any of these young people have any idea what they put us older
people through? No, they just think it’s funny. Frankly, I think we do pretty well,
considering…

Jane V. Petzold
Event Coordinator
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From Your Ride Coordinator
Welcome to The Safety Zone
WHAT DO YOU SEE?
Probably not a lot of you in my age group took driving lessons growing up.
At least not from a professional. Most of us were taught by our dad or mom
or some other family member. I taught myself. My mom worked nights and
while she was sleeping prior to work, I would scavenger her car, pick up friends, and cruise
the city streets of Memphis. I was always careful to not break any laws such as speeding,
running stop signs or red lights, or anything else that might attract unnecessarily attention.
This continued until I turned 16 at which time, I asked my mom if I could get my driver
license. She suggested that I needed to take lessons first, but I assured her that I felt that I
could pass the test with no problem.
Of course, that is exactly what happened; to my mom’s surprise. I aced the test which
included parallel parking on the street, merging onto highways, proper signaling (there were
no turn signals at that time, so it was hand signals), and of course, proper lane changes.
I considered myself pretty competent and to be sure, I wasn’t bad; all things considered.
However, it wasn’t until many years later that I realized that there were far too many aspects
of driving that I totally missed out on. One of those lessons was proper adjustment of the
mirrors.
I will refrain from punishing myself too harshly because driving schools of today also don’t
teach these valuable life skills. So, for this episode of The Safety Zone, my question to you is,
“What are your mirrors showing you?”
We’ll concentrate on the outside mirrors for now. Are your outside mirrors adjusted to see
traffic behind you, or downward to see the ground, or something else? How do you determine
if it’s safe to change lanes? Do you find yourself leaning forward to see what’s in the lane
next to you? If you are, that could be a problem.
Contrary to popular belief, your side (or outside) mirrors are not for seeing what’s behind
you. That’s what your rearview mirror is for. (Special compensation to big rig drivers who are
pulling a trailer). Your side mirrors should be used to show you what’s in your blind spot or
the 8+ feet of lane next to you.
This is one of the 12 elements of the AARP Car-Fit program
which is designed mostly for seniors to help them to
continue driving as they age but do so by recognizing the
fact that various of our abilities have diminished. That
includes vision, flexibility, mobility, cognition, and more.
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To ensure your left mirror is properly adjusted to compensate for vehicles in your blind spot,
we suggest leaning your head against the window and begin adjusting the mirror so that you
can no longer see any part of your vehicle. Once you’re back in your normal driving position,
your view will be of the lane next to you but not what’s behind you. Now you won’t have to
lean forward to determine if someone is in the lane to your left.
For the right mirror, you should lean more toward the center of the vehicle whereby your
head is in line with the rearview mirror. While in that position, adjust the right mirror
similarly as to how you adjusted the left mirror by making sure that you can’t see the side of
your vehicle. Once you are back in your normal driving position, you again won’t have to lean
forward to determine if a vehicle is in your blind spot. You will have the entire lane in view.
Your rearview mirror should be adjusted so that you can see the entire rear window. It might
require that you adjust your rear headsets or your seat but that’s a lesson for another time.
This will likely feel uncomfortable to you initially but over time, you will grow to appreciate
the benefit. However, return the mirrors to their previous positions if you feel unsafe but at
least give it a try before abandoning it.
If you make these adjustments, please share with me your experience. I might even conduct a
survey to see how well or poorly this worked for the most of us. Please don’t hesitate to send
me an email at 01goldwingblue@gmail.com. I will respond in the next newsletter article. I
would also be willing to hold Zoom discussions if the interest is there.
I welcome your feedback. Ride and drive safely.

James “Brad” Bradford
Ride Coordinator
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From Your Tech and Part Advisor
Ride Off
Ride off, Ride on. Not to be confused with wax on, wax off. We are
talking about a shorter center stand called a Ride off Stand. Different
manufacturers like Baker and Wing Stuff has them for all years of the
Wing.
The advantage is that your bike will be vertical and easy for you and your passenger to get on
and off. Before you get off, the stand can be put up while holding the stand down and simply
using reverse to put it up. Dismount and when you get back on, take out of reverse and ride
off. Keep in mind to always leave the bike in gear to avoid the bike rolling off the ride on/off
stand.
The disadvantage of a ride on/off stand is that both tires are on the ground so if you want to
spin your back tire, check the air, or anything else, you could always place a board under the
stand to raise it up. Another thing to consider is that your bike might not feel as stable. Leave
the bike in gear and don’t use it at odd angles.
How often do you use your stock center stand? Even using the preferred methods, is it too
hard for you or you think the bike might tip over? There have been cases of injuries as well
wrestling with the stock center stands.
There are several methods to help with the stock center stand. On the 2018+, select
passenger with luggage setting to raise the bike. On other wings, you could pump up the
shocks or ride the back tire on a board to raise it up.
From the side stand position, I hold the bike on the left handgrip with my left hand and the
right one on the left passenger handhold. After straightening the front wheel, I then lower
the center stand so that the left leg of it touches the ground while I rock the bike horizontal.
All the while I gently keep pressure on the center stand (with my right foot) until I feel that
the right foot of the stand is also touching. (At this stage I could remove my hands as long as
my right foot continues to press down on the stand - assuming we are on level ground as the
bike is centrally balanced and it won't fall over as long as both feet of the stand are being
pressed to the ground.) Then pushing the center stand down with my right foot (more-so than
any other force) I gently lift the rear while gently pulling back on the left handgrip, keeping
the wheels straight - to pop the bike up onto the center stand. This shouldn’t be a problem as
long as the passenger gets off first! Now, getting it off the center stand can also be
challenging if not done correctly!
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The correct method, (particularly with a big bike), is to sit on the bike, grip both handgrips,
straighten the wheel, cover the front brake lever, and rock the bike forward to come off the
stand. Keep both feet on the ground and pull-in on the front brake as the stand retracts. If
"vertically challenged", then your feet or toes need to be ready to touch down. Trying to pull
a big bike down off the stand while standing beside it is "risky", and the same is true when it
is on the side stand - better to first be on it with both feet touching the ground (or at least
the left one and the right ready to touch).
Below are some examples of the ride off stand, also known as a power park stand.
GL1800 Power Park Center Stand (BKR-H18CRSBPC)

Price: $179.00
2018 GL1800 Power Park Center Stand (BKR-2018H18CRSBPC)

Price: $179.00
GL1500 Power Park Center Stand (BKR-H15CRSBPC)

Price: $179.00
Whichever method or product you choose, be safe.
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John “Rebel” Rooney
Tech and Part Advisor
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From Your Editors

Nostalgia has been a theme in music, television
shows and commercials over the last year. People
longing for the good ole days and much simpler times.
Perhaps that’s what led to John Rooney’s idea to include a
Readers Rides section to the newsletter. It got me to thinking, what were things like “back
then”? Let’s take a stroll to the 1960’s.
For car enthusiasts, Ford unveiled their first Mustang on April 17th, 1964, costing $2,368. The
average cost of a new car in 1960 was $2600. A gallon of gas in 1964, was around $.25 (I can’t
even wrap my brain around that). The price of chicken was around $.29 per pound in the
1960s, ground beef was an average of $.45 and a staple in the Bryant household, peanut
butter, was approximately $.80 per jar. Spartacus was the top grossing movie. If you went to
the theater to see it, it probably cost you a whopping $.69. If you attended college within the
North Carolina University System, you paid about $345 yearly; that’s if you were a resident.
Non-residents shelled out a little over a grand. The median annual family income was $5,620
in 1960 and are you ready for this? Minimum wage was $1.15. In 1963, the median price of a
home was $18,000.
A number of things have become nearly obsolete since the 60’s. While they are still seen in
some places, you are unlikely to easily find a payphone or typewriter. One thing that didn’t
go away is the vinyl record, which cost less than $1 for a single in the 1960s. In recent years,
vinyl records have been making a comeback due to what many consider a “superior sound.”
Since we’re strolling down memory lane, let’s take a look at the timeline of the Honda
Goldwing.

For more than 40 years, the Gold Wing has been Honda’s flagship motorcycle. From the M1
“King of Kings” prototype to the introduction of the GL1000 for 1975 and multiple model
generations since, the legendary Gold Wing rewrote the rules for power, smoothness,
reliability, and comfort, and it launched -and came to define- luxury motorcycle touring in
America and beyond. The following timeline charts significant and notable milestones in the
Gold Wing’s history.
1972 A team led by Soichiro Irimajiri develops the M1 prototype (also known as Project 371),
a flat-six, 1,470cc precursor of the Gold Wing.
1974 The first Gold Wing—the 1975 GL1000 KO with a liquid-cooled 999cc flat four-cylinder
engine—makes its public debut at the Cologne Show in Germany. Developed by Toshio
Nozue (also responsible for the CB750), the model is dubbed “the ultimate motorcycle”
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1976 Honda offers an LTD version of the GL1000, with special features like LTD badges, gold
striping, a chromed radiator shroud and a special seat and wheels.
1977 Rider passion quickly emerges as the Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) is
founded in Phoenix.
1978 The first edition of the Wing Ding touring rally is held in Phoenix.
1979 On June 10, Honda opens its $50 million, 260,000 square-foot production facility in
Marysville, Ohio.
1980 Honda produces the all-new, 1,085cc Gold Wing GL1100. Among the many changes are
a longer wheelbase, electronic ignition, increased fuel capacity and lighter weight.
The GL1100’s Interstate version features an optional stereo-intercom system with
signal-seeking tuning.
On May 1, Honda’s Marysville Motorcycle Plant produces its first Gold Wing.
1981 Hoping
Honda

to expand the touring experience to a new demographic of riders,
offers the GL500 Silver Wing.

1982 Honda introduces a luxurious Aspencade version of the GL1100, featuring two-tone
paint and all the updates from the Interstate.
1983 The American Gold Wing Association is founded.
The GL1100 debuts unified braking and Honda’s Torque Reactive Anti-Dive Control
(TRAC) front suspension system.
1984 Honda produces the all-new 1,182cc GL1200, which has a stiffer frame, repositioned
engine, smaller wheels, longer wheelbase and swingarm, and upgraded suspension.
1985 Honda commemorates 25 years in America and 10 years of Honda Gold Wing
motorcycles with the GL1200L Limited Edition, which features auto-leveling rear
suspension that maintains correct ride height regardless of varying load sizes.
The naked version of the GL1200 is discontinued.
Honda opens an engine plant in Anna, Ohio, where GL engines would eventually be
produced.
1986 Dolby noise reduction is added to the Gold Wing’s audio system.
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1987 The Gold Wing Touring Association is founded.
1988 The Gold Wing grows two cylinders and is introduced as the all-new, 1,520cc flat-six
GL1500. Highlights include a smoother transmission, increased fuel capacity, a stiffer
chassis, improved brakes and a comprehensive fairing.
1989 Honda introduces the PC800 Pacific Coast, a smaller, 800cc, Gold Wing-inspired model
featuring automotive-influenced styling.
1993 Large Project Leader Masanori Aoki moves to the U.S. for three years to learn English
and study the Gold Wing culture prior to developing the 2001 GL1800.
1994 American Honda publishes “Gold Wing: The First 20 Years,” a book by Vreeke &
Associates celebrating the Gold Wing’s two-decade anniversary.
1995 To recognize the Gold Wing’s 20th anniversary, Honda offers three commemorative
models.
1996 On July 26, the Marysville plant produces its 1 millionth U.S.-built Honda—a Gold Wing.
1997 Honda introduces the Valkyrie, a high-performance cruiser based on the GL1500
chassis.
2000 Coinciding with the Gold Wing’s 25th anniversary, GL engine production is moved from
Anna, Ohio, back to Marysville.
Whitehorse Press publishes “Honda Gold Wing,” a book by Darwin Holmstrom.
2001 Debut of the sensational GL1800. Developed under Masanori Aoki, it brings a larger,
1,632cc flat six, fuel injection, an aluminum frame and optional ABS braking to the
Gold Wing, and it has 20 patents for technological innovations.
As part of its Great Bikes book series, Haynes publishes “Honda Gold Wing” by Ian
Falloon.
2004

Honda introduces the Valkyrie Rune, a radical-looking, heavily chromed,
limited-edition GL1800-based cruiser.

2005 For its 30th anniversary, the Gold Wing gets a special commemorative badge.
2006 The Gold Wing gets in-dash GPS, as well as heated seat and handgrips.
Honda offers a GL1800 with the world’s first motorcycle airbag.
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2009 XM Satellite Radio is added to the Gold Wing’s audio system.
2011 No Gold Wing model is produced.
2012 The GL1800 gets its most significant update since being introduced for 2001, with fresh
styling, better handling, and other upgrades.
Gold Wing production moves to Kumamoto, Japan.
2013 Honda releases the F6B, a leaner, meaner bagger version of the Gold Wing.
2014 Honda reintroduces the Valkyrie cruiser, which features bold, futuristic styling.
2015 Honda celebrates the Gold Wing’s 40th anniversary with a special model featuring
commemorative badges, a two-tone paint scheme, an embossed passenger seat and a
special ignition key.
2018 Honda introduces an all-new, sixth-generation Gold Wing that sheds weight, is
available with an optional 7-speed automatic Dual Clutch Transmission and adds other
state-of-the-art features such as riding modes. It’s available as a standard model with
no trunk (a replacement for the F6B) or as a Tour model with a trunk.

Hope you enjoyed this Nostalgic stroll down memory lane. A place where the streets are
paved with Golden Wings. Until next month, Happy Reading!

Janice and Deetra Bryant
Newsletter Editors
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We all know that Jane Petzold has been dealing with various health
challenges over the last few years. Most recently, she was diagnosed with Atrial Fibrillation and
Tachycardia; the condition that led to her pacemaker. In addition, she was diagnosed with a
leaky Aortic Valve and a problem with her Ascending Aorta. As Jane stated in her article, on the
31st of March, she went in for a catherization of her heart. The great news is that no blockage
was found. The doctors will continue to monitor her conditions and treat only if necessary.
Let us continue to keep Jane and Dale in our thoughts and prayers.
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From Our “X-tra” Contributors
A New Beginning - Mountain Life
We have made our move to our forever home in Roaring Gap. Why did we
make the move? We wanted to enjoy the fresh air, peace and quiet and a
slower pace of life. But the move was not without challenges.
First, we had to find a new home. We looked at dozens of houses in
Wilkesboro, Lenoir and around Sparta. Some were OK, some needed a lot
of repair, some were small, and some were out of our price range. We
were about to give up when we found our forever home in the mountains.
Then we had to sell our home in Wake Forest. It only took a week before we had a contract.
Working through negotiation, inspections, the due diligence period and closing dates to both
buy and sell was a great challenge. But somehow, we got through it all.
Once all that was behind us, we had to get permission to move into our mountain home before
closing. It took a few days, but the seller for our mountain home was kind enough to agree to
let us move our bikes and car a week early and let us move all of our belongings in a few days
early. It was kind of risky, but it worked out great.
Dale and Jane Petzold gave us a much-needed helping hand to get our bikes and car to our
mountain home. Our caravan consisted of James on his bike, me on mine, followed by Jane
driving James’ car and Dale acting as tail gunner in our SUV. Boy was it a cold ride! James and I
bundled up as best we could. The cold wind was the only difficult part of the ride. After riding
for a while James and I realized we were getting very cold. Fortunately, we remembered our
rain gear would help to keep us warm from the cold wind. Many thanks to our GWRRA friends
who shared that tip! We stopped at the first rest stop we could find and put on our rain gear. It
took me twenty minutes to put the rain gear over my outer layers. When I finished, I felt like
the Stay Puffed Marshmallow (Wo)man! We both stayed warm for rest of the ride. Thank you
Dale and Jane! You made our move to the mountains a lot easier.

We did not realize how much stuff we had until it was time to move it all. Our move consisted
of everything in the house, inside the garage, inside a large shed and all the stuff on the back
porch and sitting in the front and back yard. It made for a very big move.
A few days before the big move James and I loaded a 20-foot rental truck to move our
‘personal’ effects. We thought the truck would be half full. Boy, were we wrong! We were
surprised we filled the 20-foot truck, the back of my SUV and even stuff in the back seat and
rear of James’ car. We also filled our trailer with lawn equipment and liquids the movers would
not touch.
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When the movers arrived on Saturday, they came with two 26-foot trucks, a smaller truck and
eight men. They did not waste any time getting busy. They were moving fast, with purpose and
were well organized. I thought it would take them all day to load everything. WRONG! I spent
several weeks packing and still on moving day I found myself rushing to finish packing the last
few things.
The movers arrived at 9 AM and were finished by 2 PM. It was a whirlwind of activity. James
and I still had work to do after they left. We wrapped up the last few things before heading to
the mountains. Once we got that done, we put Lyra in my SUV, attached our trailer, James
jumped in our rental truck and off we went to the mountains.
The drive was brutal because it was the time of day when the sun is low in the sky and right in
your eyes. That added another level of stress to the drive. We stopped at a rest stop to take a
breath and to give the sun time to get lower. That did the trick! We finally arrived at our new
home around 7 PM. But no, we were not done.
The movers were coming the next day to unload us and we had to get our truck unloaded and
out of the way before they arrived. We unloaded as much as we could that evening but had to
stop before we were done. At that point we were hungry and exhausted.
The next morning, we finished unloading. It turned out to be a good decision. The movers did
not arrive until 2 PM. We were only expecting a crew of 4 to unload. But we were surprised
when a crew of nine showed up. There were 3 women in this crew. Fortunately, two of the crew
was very seasoned.
Just like the day before it was a whirlwind of activity. Fortunately, I had marked all sides of the
containers and boxes with identifiers. So, I stood outside of the truck and told the movers where
to put things. Not only did they unload, but they also put beds together, placed furniture, rolled
out rugs and put everything in its proper place. When they were done, I took a great sigh of
relief. We could not believe it was just 5 o’clock.
When they left, we faced a sea of boxes and containers to unpack. Much to my relief James had
to return to work the following Monday. That gave me the freedom to unpack at my leisure and
put things where I wanted them. It took six weeks and much needed help from James to get my
house back in order.
We have a few repairs to make before the house will be perfect. But when it is, we will enjoy
many years in our forever mountain home!
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We miss all of our NC-X friends. We hope NC-X will make our home a future ride destination.
The ride up highway 21 has four miles of nice twisty mountain curves. No worries though; the
road is paved up the mountain, through the neighborhood and so is our driveway. And we are
just five miles from the Blue Ridge Parkway.
We have met many of our neighbors and locals visit twice a day. We love seeing them. We are
enjoying our new beginning and embracing the serenity of quiet Mountain living.

James and Debra K. Lawler
JAM

The Locals
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From Our “X-tra” Contributors
Well, it was raining hard, with lightning and thunder galore this
morning. Not a great way to start a riding day. We were supposed
to meet up with some friends for breakfast and then head out on a
day ride with them. As a result, we started the day in our fourwheeler and went off to breakfast. The forecast indicated that the
skies would clear from the west rather quickly.
After breakfast we went back home without any rain. However, the
roads were really wet, and a lot of spray was hitting the windshield
from other vehicles. We decided to go home and wait for the roads to dry out some. This took a
little longer than I thought. Several hours later, the sun was out, and the roads were dry.
We had “lost” about 5 hours total to get to this point. The short-day ride was on! Sandie asked
where I wanted to go and I just said, “pick a direction.” Off we went on the back roads of
Franklin, Granville, Durham, and Vance counties. We really had no idea where we were going,
just staying on country roads. When we hit a “T” intersection, we just picked a direction. It
really did not matter as we were riding.
Unattended fields and ponds galore. Brush land and green trees, short and tall dotted the
landscape. Homes here and there for miles. Then, as we came into areas around a larger
population, large plots of new homes were being built and the land around them torn
down. Some of the new communities appear to be fully populated and we talked about how the
roads were taking all the countless vehicles in the morning. Hundreds of vehicles on country two
lane roads.
We continued, weaving through the curves and across the lakes dotting the area. Huge fire ponds
along the countryside. The evidence of the many weeks and months of rain was demonstrated by
the overflowing ponds. Water appeared to be several feet above the anticipated height. I caught
myself wondering how the fish in the pond(s) were doing.
As we were going along, I realized that I had not changed the clock on my bike to daylight savings
time and it was later than I thought. Oops. Sandie and I talked and decided that it was dinner
time. Using the GPS, we set a backroads route to dinner at a well-known restaurant near an
interstate without going on the interstate.
From dinner, we took all back roads home, going down roads that we had no idea where we were
nor where we were going, just going South. An hour later we showed up in Franklinton and went
down the old main street to see the wonderful homes going into old town Franklinton. It was
dark when we got there, and the homes were lit up showing how beautiful they were designed.
Off to home and arrived safe and sound. 100 miles on a shortened ride. When in doubt, just "pick
a direction."

Stay Safe,
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READERS RIDES: PAST & PRESENT
By John “Rebel” Rooney
About the latest addition to our newsletter, all I can say is WOW! Yes, we all know this is OUR
newsletter, edited, inked, and brought to monthly life by our illustrious editors Janice & Deetra
Bryant. They do a fabulous job!
Now, to the nitty gritty. I think it’s a great idea to show off our rides, both past & present. The
question of who is that goofy looking kid with the trail 90? Or it could be a wonderfully staged
photo of a recent ride with you and your faithful steed. Either way, we all get to see and enjoy
our favorite photos.
Ok, the digital age has not been around that long. I know plenty of us, me included, need to go
back in photo albums to look for our memories of back when. I have some I need to find.
Anyway, it’s quite ok to take a digital picture of a photograph and send in.
Personally, I would love to see the back in the day photos of our members and also the most
recent. We all love our rides. Granted, space will only allow for limited space. However, that
means that there will be enough submissions and incoming to keep this new addition alive.
Let’s share.
Hey, look at me!

Me and my 05 Electra Glide Classic
in Wing Ding Fort Wayne, Indiana.
I won 1st place in the open class
bike show.

Me and my 85LTD Wing at a Chapter
Event at the Honda dealership. I
forgot the year. It’s been awhile.
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Unlike many of you my first bike came at age 45.
Growing up on a farm as a sharecropper your two wheel
fun was a bicylce. The dream was a 3 speed. Anything
with a motor was nowhere in the conversation. In my
early 20’s, after marrige I did have a couple of friends
with Honda’s 450 that I got to ride. I really wanted a
Yahama 500 but the anwser to getting a motorcyle was
an overwhelming “NO”. Years later I tried bying a
mini-bike for Deetra and the anwswer was still no.
Lena did finally ease a little and said once the girls
were out of high school she would reconsider. My guess
is she wanted assurance I would be around at least until
they graduated high dchool. Deetra graduated in 94
and was off to college and Lena and I had moved to South Carolina. I located a 1981 Goldwing
1100 in the paper for $2500. I made my case that now was the time for me to get a
motorcycle. Lena replied, let me sleep on it. The next moring I went to work without asking
for her decision. Later that morning she called me at work and said after praying on it I could
get the bike. I took off work and we went to see the bike, made a decision to buy, and I
returned to work. Lena worked out the transaction and the seller delivered the bike to the
house. After getting home from work I immediately went out to try it out. Cranked it up, put
it in gear and raised the throttle – the bike didn’t move. Increased RPM to around 2500 and it
finally moved a little. Snice I did not test ride the bike before purchasing, I felt a little
indifference. I called the seller and he said the bike had been sitting outside in the weather for
about a year and the front brakes was stuck a little. He assured me just give it more gas and it
would go and the brakes would release. I did just that and around 3000 RPM the bike pulled
off. Long story short the pistons were frozen against the rotor and rusted. A vist to the Honda
shop revealed the calipers and possible the rotor should be replace. I believe the cost was
around $500. Not wanting to say to Lena I probably made a mistake, I bought a service book
and pulled out the tools. With much WD 40, hammering and twisting with pliers while in a vise
the pistons broke loose. Sand paper removed most of the rust and waLah, the piston would
move back and forth in the calipers. I purchased a caliper repair kit, replaced everything and
was ready to ride. I practiced riding in the neighborhood for a couple of months before going
out on the road. Lena said I would have to ride a year or so before she felt comfortable getting
on the back. I think she got on the bike maybe twice. After a while I really wanted a 1500.
So one day while out I stopped by the Honda shop in Sumter, SC and filled out an application to
get a 98 SE. The salesperson called several times for me
to come pick up my bike but I never mustered up the
courage to ask Lena so I never returned his calls.
A couple years later, now living in Mississippi I got the
courage to ask and we got a 99 1500 SE. I will cover
that in my next article.
Years later, and after many two-up trips, as many as
5,000 miles, Lena decided it was time for her to ride
and got her first bike, a 2003 Shadow. Continue in May
Issue.
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April Celebrations

Birthdays
Jane Petzold

GWRRA
Anniversaries
Janice Bryant
John Bryant
Andre Eason
John Rooney
Rosy Rosenthal
Rick Yost
Deetra Watson

Wedding
Anniversaries
Dale & Jane Petzold

Remember the key is to PARTICIPATE”.
Participation = FUN.
Click below and read Newsletters from:
North Carolina District
And GWRRA Insight
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Support All Our Advertisers

Thank You to our Sponsors.
Please support our sponsors when you
need the Products and Services they
provide.
Your Ad Could Go Here!
Wake Forest Wings (GWRRA Chapter NC-X) is located in Wake Forest, NC. Our Newsletter is
circulated to a diverse group of people all over North Carolina and is also sent to the Region
staff that resides in North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky. In
addition, your advertising will appear on the Chapter’s website (www.wakeforestwings.org).
The advertising rates listed below are for 12 consecutive months – 12 issues and can be
modified anytime without additional charges.

 Business card - $25.00
 One half page - $75.00

One quarter page - $50.00
Full page - $100.00

Please contact newsletter editor, at editor@wakeforestwings.org
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Presidential Assistants

National Team

Bob & Nan Shrader
floridadd@msn.com

Director of GWRRA
Jere and Sherry Goodman
director@gwrra.org

North Carolina
District Team

Director of Rider Education
Susan and George Huttman
director-re@gwrra.org

District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
Assistant District Directors, East
Tom Tipton
tiptonsauto@att.net
Assistant District Directors, West
Clyde Alexander
clyde-alex@hotmail.com
Assistant District Directors, Central
Libby Jennings
libbyjennings@yahoo.com
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Interim Director of GWRRA
University
Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark
lorriemthomas.aol.com
Director of Finance
Randall and Janet Drake
financedirector@gwrra.org
Director of Membership
Enhancement
Dan and Mary Costello
mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com

