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From Your Chapter Director
Spring is just around the corner and you know what that
means to a GWRRA Goldwing Rider – Get those bikes ready
for the riding season. The usual and very important TCLOC
along with scheduled maintenance. John Rooney and Rosy
Rosenthal have written some good articles on how to
prepare you bikes. There is not a “Garage Meet” day
scheduled this year. Still, the work must be done.

call in).

The Chapter’s first Zoom gathering was Monday, February
17th. There were 10 of us who attended. It was a good
meeting and as in all gatherings, Joy provided the fun with
folks drawing a motorcycle. Oh, you had to draw with the
paper on top of your head. Starting with Sunday, March 14th
at 6:00 PM, we will resume our monthly gathering via Zoom.
We will continue with Zoom gatherings the second Sunday
each month until restrictions are lifted, and we are able to
meet in person again. We would like for all NC-X members
to attend the gatherings either with Video or audio (phone

Wing Ding 42 is a go for June 29th – July 3rd in Springfield, MO. The NC District has once again
been assigned responsibility for greeters/security on Thursday July 1st from 8:30 am to 5:00
pm. They suggest that we will need 20 volunteers who should expect to work a three-hour
shift during that time frame. If you are going to Wing Ding and can help, let me know and I
will get information to the District.
I, along with several other NC-X members have received either their first or second dose of
Covid-19 vaccines. Fortunately, at least to the best of my knowledge, there has not been a
case of Coronavirus with any NC-X members. That is a Blessing.
I do need your assistant with finding a new meeting location. So, let me know if you are
aware of a possible restaurant with a meeting room that is willing to accommodate us.
I am sure with the temperature warming many of us will be pulling the bikes out of the barn
and taking them for a ride. Be safe and use the ride announcement to invite all along for the
ride. To do so, go the website, www.wakeforestwings.org and select NC-X ride announcement
and click Ride Announcement. Complete the form and tell us where we are going. It is just
that easy!
Until then, Be Safe!

John Bryant
Chapter Director
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From Your MEC
Do You Have the Right Tools?
Over a century ago, Emmert Wolf wrote that "a man is only as good as
his tools", and it remains true to this very day. But let’s be clear, this
saying is in relation to getting a “job” or task done. If you have ever tried
to fix something in your house and not had the right tools for the job, you
know how frustrating and time consuming that can be! But maybe, just maybe
you had the right tools BUT didn’t know how to use them properly. Then the tool is only as
good as its user. In the advertising world new tools are presented as the ultimate problemsolvers…. The advertisements constantly forget to mention that tools (even great ones) are
only as good as their users are.
Here is a simple anecdote that illustrates this. A preteen girl who had helped her mom on
many occasions make cakes, decides today, while home alone, she is going to make a cake all
by herself, and surprise the entire family. She found she lacked the skill to mix the batter “by
hand” with a fork. She, as a baker, was only as good as her tools—quite limited, producing a
lumpy powdery dough, a very tired arm and taking a very long time. This young girl’s cake
and her cake making abilities were limited by the fork; she was only as good as her tools.
Realizing her limitations, desiring a better outcome than she could manifest, she opted to use
a tool she had seen her mother use many times. The same tool she herself had used, with her
mom’s careful observation. She plugged in the mixer and in short order began to see the
dough transform into batter—along with splatters all over the counter and cabinets. She also
noticed flour continued to line the sides and bottom of the bowl. She picked up the spatula to
scrape down the bowl and bottom. In a fraction of a second everything changed. She was the
one surprised, shocked, and hurting. The beaters, no longer spinning, had gobbled up the
spatula and her hand. At this point, the tool was only as good as the user.
While “a man is only as good as his tools” references doing a job well and efficiently, “the
tool is only as good as the user” addresses knowing how to use the tool effectively. And as
members of NC-X we have a tool that can enhance our camaraderie in these COVID times, but
we must first learn to use it. The learning curve is both small and simple. And if you need
help in learning to Zoom, I will be delighted to help you learn to use it. Last week John
attempted to have a chapter meeting via Zoom twice. The first one on Monday night, I and
others, did not attend, and attendance was generally light, so John rescheduled for
Wednesday night and we had fun “seeing” friends we have missed. Important info was
discussed, and we missed your input. (You may be the very one who has the winning
suggestion for a new meeting place, for example.) Yes, we really missed many of you.
Wouldn’t you please put next month’s Zoom meeting (March 14) on your calendar (another
tool). If you do not have Zoom downloaded or are not comfortable using it, just let me know,
I will make sure you get the tool and know how to use it. Excitedly waiting to see you March 14th at
6:00.
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Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Chapter MEC
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From Your Event Coordinator
Hope you all are ‘surviving’ this winter and staying cheerful.
I know that is hard to do when the weather is so gloomy. We have had so
much rain that we have the rowboat waiting at the back door, just in
case. Since we have been undergoing some construction, which lasted a
lot longer than expected, we also had a great deal of mud. The mud has
somehow managed to get into our house, via dog, cat, and a certain
gender of human. It has been so much fun!
Anyway, thank God for generators. Ours has gotten quite a workout.
Since we are further north than most of you, much of our rain turned to ice and covered all
the trees. It was beautiful. But then, because the ground was so wet, many trees fell from
the weight of the ice. Of course, they fell on power lines. Since we live in a rather
unpopulated area, we are the last to be rescued. So, the generator was great, especially
since we are on a well, and without power, there would be no water. Of course, we also had
no internet, no landline phone service, and no cell phone service because the cell phone
tower was iced over. The first outage lasted 4 ½ days, and the rest of the outages were
several hours each. The trees that fell across the road were cut just enough for vehicles to
pass, not an inch more. I think the State actually measures it before they cut. Duke Energy
Progress is very good at keeping us informed about conditions and the estimated time we may
expect to have our power back.
We are grateful to all the linemen/women who worked overtime, in
dangerous conditions, to restore our power. I’ll bet that most of you
didn’t even know this was going on, did you? At least we were better off
than the people of Texas, who were really suffering.

I am really looking forward to warmer weather, when we can start planning some
outings – perhaps picnic lunches at a place where we can socially distance. Hopefully, most of
you have been vaccinated by now or have an appointment to be vaccinated.
Until we meet again, stay safe, healthy, and happy. And count your blessings.

Jane V. Petzold
Event Coordinator
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From Your Ride Coordinator
Welcome to The Safety Zone
I would like to introduce you to a new periodic feature of our newsletter
titled “The Safety Zone”. In this feature, expect to see articles related to
safety issues including motorcycle, cars, trucks, bicycles, skateboards, and
even pedestrians.
I will start this first article with a little about myself. I have been involved with safety of one
sort or another for most of my adult life. During my time in the Air Force, I was a security
specialist (unfortunately I can’t provide much more of a description than that) with many
responsibilities but always with safety at the core.
After leaving the military, I worked in technology as a programmer, analyst, project manager,
and program manager. I helped government agencies become more efficient in what they did
by developing applications that simplified and automated most of their manual activities.
When designing the systems, safety and security were always at the forefront of the project.
Also, while in the military, I developed a strong interest in motorcycles and self-taught myself
how to ride. For years I considered myself a decent rider considering that I hadn’t had any
major incidents. I rode all over the country, even before there was a Goldwing, and had some
awesome rides.
After leaving the military, I also developed a strong interest in high performance cars. My first
one was a BMW 528 with 5-speed manual transmission. I also joined the BMW Club of America
and it was during that time that I became aware of a driving safety program that they
offered. This program taught me how to really handle a high-performance vehicle under all
circumstances. I never knew that a non-professional driver could handle a car under all the
stressful situations, but it was a thrilling experience.
One day I was riding my motorcycle near a Community College where I saw people being
trained in how to ride motorcycles. During a break, I asked one of the instructors how I could
get involved in the training. They gave me the information, I applied and in 2001, I began
teaching the MSF Motorcycle Safety program. During my training, I learned how little I
actually knew about riding a motorcycle. No matter the fact that I hadn’t to that point had
any incidents.
As a retiree, and after moving to North Carolina, I became a volunteer with the AARP Driver
Safety program. Eventually I became the North Carolina State Coordinator for Driver Safety
and that added multiple elements to safety but from the perspective of a senior citizen.
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So that’s a thumbnail of my background. Now for the first of the Safety Zone articles, let me
start with a question. Have you ever found yourself having difficulty pulling into a parking
space or turning at an intersection and coming too close to vehicles sitting at the
intersection? How about turning a corner and finding yourself going wide? I will venture to say
that you have, and most people have.
Have you asked yourself why that is? It’s because of at least two reasons. Either you aren’t
looking far enough into the turn or you don’t pull far enough forward prior to making the
turn. It could also be both of those reasons.
Take the scenario of pulling into a parking space. If you
begin turning too early, you will find that you end up at an
angle in the space or too close to another vehicle. Try
pulling far enough forward so that the front end of the
vehicle is halfway forward of the space before turning the
wheel. Then turn the wheel hard to get safely into the
space. Do the same at an intersection. Look to where you
want to enter the intersection and allow the front end of
the vehicle to get far enough forward of that entry point
prior to turning the vehicle. At an intersection where
you find yourself turning wide, before beginning the
turn, look toward exactly where you want the vehicle to go
instead of where the vehicle is facing. Turn the vehicle so that it
follows your eyes and turning wide becomes a distant memory.
I hope these tips will make a difference in you driving experience. By the way, these are tips
that apply to motorcycles, trucks, etc.
I expect that there may be some who have a difference of opinion on some of these
suggestions and I welcome healthy dialog. Please don’t hesitate to send me an email to
01goldwingblue@gmail.com. I will respond in the next newsletter article. I would also be
willing to hold Zoom discussions if there’s an interest in exploring anything written in these
articles.
I welcome your feedback. Ride and drive safely.

James “Brad” Bradford
Ride Coordinator
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From Your Tech and Part Advisor
Clean Clean Clean
Yes, Yes, Yes, clean your mean machine is the name of the game
during these winter times. However, we have good riding days too, so
I hope you are riding on those nice days and cleaning on the not so
nice days.
That being said, there are many cleaners on the market. Which do you prefer? Nothing beats
hour after hour cleaning your rims with aluminum polish and elbow grease. However, pay
attention to some rims that are clear coated, such as the ones on a 2012 wing. Clean the
surface, not through the clear coat. Simple Green works well; just as well as good ole soap
and water. Once clean, apply a good coat of wax. Lava hand soap? Yup, that works too with a
brush and of course polish when dry. Be careful spraying anything slippery around the rims as
the product could get on the braking discs and cause braking problems.
Washing with soap and water or using a water hose? Don't put hard spray directly on the radio
controls or speakers or any of the electronic switches. Spraying them with a lite spray is fine.
Soap on everything is fine. Don't use Windex or other types of cleaners on the shield (takes
the coating off), instead use pledge or Plexus. You can use Pledge or Plexus on everything
except the seat and wheels. Armor All is good on a dry cloth and wipe off the seat.
Another product? Lucas Slick Mist. Spray it on and buff it off with a micro-fiber
towel. It leaves no residue. The stuff is amazing! It can be used in direct
sunlight too. Advance Auto carries it.
Keep in mind dishwashing detergent, like Dawn, removes any wax on your
ride if you want to start fresh. Use a wash that is designed to clean and not
strip the wax, unless that is your intention. Use a leaf blower? Yup you can.
It gets in the nooks and crannies.
Well, it seems that Pledge is a common go to for cleaning. Back in the early 80’s and from my
first Wing which was a 75 Teal with Windjammer fairing and Vetter bags, I carried Pledge.
Why? Read on faithful readers. I will list the information relative to Pledge in the aerosol
spray can. The base ingredients are: Naphtha, petroleum, light alkylate 5%-10% or
(isoparaffinic hydrocarbon solvent) Polydimethylsiloxanes (Silicon oil) 5%-10% Water 70%-85%
Butane1% -5% Isobutane1% - 5% Propane1% - 5% Now we can breakdown what these are and
what they do.
Naphtha, petroleum, light alkylate:
This is a hydrocarbon solvent-based dispersant formulation which combines oil penetrability.
In other words, remember the label says, "smear and smudge proof"? These are the
ingredients that will break down and remove the smears, finger, or dermal tissue oils.
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Polydimethylsiloxanes or Silicon oil 5%-10%:
This is silicone-based oil. The molecular structure of this is such that friction is significantly
reduced. This nifty additional ingredient is also the reason why there is NO WAX BUILD-UP!!
Silicone will blend with itself and not mix or layer with other chemicals. It also brings a shine
to the surface. This chemical is also present in 95% of products we might use such as Armor
All, Maguire’s Wax and STP Son of a Gun just to mention a few. So, if you are worried about
using Pledge on your bike, you may already have and just did not know it. This silicone oil is
also an ingredient in Right Guard deodorant, baby powder, Desitin, Gillette Dry and several
moisturizers and creams. Therefore, Pledge does not contain wax.
Water:
This acts as a dilutor. Kind of like a "filler" in cheap dog food but in liquid form.
The remaining butane, isobutane and propane are the propellants that assist in expelling or
propelling the liquid product from the can.
Other ingredients such as aromatic compounds like orange, lemon or any other organic scent
additive can also be incorporated.
Several products out there are costly for several reasons. 1 - because of proprietary
ingredients/raw materials, 2 - advertising costs, 3 - supply and demand and product to
market costs. What will the market bear?
Plexus? It’s a great cleaner and conditioner for Lexan. But do you want to pay $15.95 for a
13oz can versus an 18oz $4.99 or so for a can of Pledge?
In summary:
Will not damage finish
Will provide a nice shine
Will not build up or layer
Safe on windshields. No alcohol or ammonia.
Safe on chrome
Has some anti-corrosion properties.
Just ONE precaution!! Its Flammable! Do not use around open flames or on hot pipes or other
hot components. Do not get on or use on denim or matted finishes!!
I would also highly recommend a warm, wet cloth to help soften debris before applying any
cleaner to reduce the potential scratching of your paint.
This is everything you wanted to know about Pledge but was afraid to ask. Until next time,
keep the shiny side up & the rubber side down.

John “Rebel” Rooney
Tech and Part Advisor
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From Your Editors
Kudos to everyone who waited
in long lines to get the drive-thru
vaccines. Anyone who knows me well, knows
that waiting is not my strong point; well; not unless it
involves a crispy chicken sandwich (side note, Zaxby’s is
winning the chicken sandwich war). The minute I was told that
Walgreens is distributing vaccines by appointments, “Say Less”, I replied. I immediately went
online, signed up and two days later I was vaccinated. I registered for both vaccines at one
time; the second one is scheduled for March 27th. So, if you’re like me and waiting is not one
of your skillsets, go to www.walgreens.com. You will need to create an account if you do not
already have one. They will list all Walgreen Pharmacy locations and available appointment
times. It’s as easy as that!
We are excited to get such great participation in this month’s newsletter. Hopefully, those
who have not submitted in the past will be inspired to do so. It does not have to be an article;
we love pictures, “How-To’s”, recipes and other contributions you would like to make.
Until next month, Happy Reading!

Janice and Deetra Bryant
Newsletter Editors
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How to Use Zoom: A Step-by-Step Guide
(The same steps apply to both your desktop and your phone)
A. Join Using A Meeting Link
If you have a meeting link, just click on it, or paste it into your web browser to join the
meeting.
B. Join Using A Meeting ID
Step 1: Open the Zoom app and click on the “Join” icon.

Step 2: Paste the Meeting ID in the box provided, add your display name for the meeting
and click on the “Join” button.

You’re now all set to communicate with your team members!
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From Our “X-tra” Contributors

March is the month of slightly warmer temperatures and spring. The beginning of spring is
officially Sunday, March 20th. Time to start planting your vegetable gardens. The early
flowers begin to bloom like daffodil, iris tulips, and Hyacinth.
Ready, Set, Go! It’s time to ride! With lowering Covid-19 restrictions, we feel safer. Glad to
learn Wings Over the Smokies will be back in September. We are looking forward to the ride
and visiting Waynesville, Maggie Valley, and Cherokee. I like strolling through the shops and
eating at various restaurants.
Our last ride was visiting the battleship in Wilmington, NC. It started with great weather,
sunny and warm. Several miles before arriving at the battleship, it started to rain. We had to
jump over and walk around puddles to reach the steps. It was like being a kid again! Everyone
brought their lunch and we ate at the pavilion picnic tables. Riding home, the sun was out
again. Perfect day for ice cream, we stopped in Zebulon for the creamy Treat. Great
memories.

Roger and Dolores Patterson
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From Our “X-tra” Contributors
Time for A Check-Up
As I write this, it is 34 degrees and raining (AGAIN!) Yesterday, it
was 20 degrees when I left the house. This is not the North
Carolina that I wanted to move to. We have not had the weather
to ride the bikes for several months now. There have been some
days that it was warm enough to get out; but work got in the
way. Oh Well, better times ahead.
With all this rain and humidity running amok, use this time to your advantage. Rapid
temperature fluctuations and humidity can harm your bike without your knowledge. It really
does not matter if your bike is outside, inside a garage or under cover. Water gets
everywhere.
This will take a flashlight to do, so if you can, take some of the panels off your bike and start
looking for corrosion and weather effects. If your wires get rusty, they do not allow electric
current to flow as well as ones that are clean. Look at all the wire connections. Ones from
wire to wire, from wire to a connect point for power and wires to ground.
When we first moved to NC, we took Sandie’s PC800 over to Fred and Judy Haynes’ home
(Chapter X founders,) took all the panels off during the winter and replaced all the ground
wires as well as creating a secondary ground post on the bike frame. It took months to finish
as we were also talking and drinking a lot of coffee. In the end, we removed a lot of corroded
ground wires and fixed a lot of hot wires. The bike ran a lot better with the replaced wires.
Make sure you look at every light connection that you can reach or see. Headlamps, rear
lights, brake lights, turn signals and all the other ones that you can pull the bulb out and
check. Check the light sockets! This may be a good time to upgrade stock lights to a better,
brighter one while you are at this task.
Check your horn connections as they are almost always exposed to water from under the
bike. If you are not seen and/or not heard, you are not there to the distracted folks on 4
wheels with cell phones.
Check the ball bearings for the wheels and tires. This may cause you to lift the bike in the air
and roll the tire in a quiet area to listen for unwanted grinding noise. It also may cause a trip
to the motorcycle shop. It is no fun at all if the bearings freeze up and the wheel stops
turning while you are riding. Read…. YOU WILL FALL DOWN.
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If you tow a trailer, check all the connections and lights for the trailer along with the wheel
bearings. All for the same reasons.
Check your seat for leaks and water damage. Sitting on a wet seat is not real fun.
When the weather finally takes a break and lets us get out and ride, this would be a great
time to take it slow. The riding skills you had on the close of the riding season, will be rusty
and need a slight warm up. Go onto a large parking lot and practice some to get your
balance, stopping and turning skills up to par. It may not take long, or you just may be
surprised on how much you forgot. Go with a friend or fellow rider to help you see those
things that you may not be able to notice.
Please stay safe and ride careful, as always, we ride for the joy of riding and not falling.

Stay Strong and Ride Your Own Ride,
Rosy
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March Celebrations

Birthdays
James “Brad” Bradford
Janice Bryant
Gil Holton
Joy Kennedy
Xiuquing Rooney

GWRRA
Anniversaries

Wedding
Anniversaries

Alvin Cadlett
Gerald Frunzi
Jesse Ramirez

Jimmy & Beth Broadway

Remember the key is to PARTICIPATE”.
Participation = FUN.
Click below and read Newsletters
from: North Carolina District
And GWRRA Insight
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For Sale Free!
You read it correctly! The following items are free!

The sticky note denotes the number of shirts available and the respective size.

Two brand new 100% polyester black vests that were going to be used as Chapter Couples
vests but the chapter donated the vests instead. The vests are from Formalwear
International Sizes 48R and 16.
If interested in any of the items above, please contact:
Sandie Rosenthal
DreamsSen@aol.com
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For Sale
2003 Orange GL 1800 Goldwing for sale:
 123,000 miles (Clean enough to pass for only 23,000 miles)
 All the right accessories including CB, Spoiler, Trailer Hitch, Backrest and
much, much more.
 Fresh rubber and service.
 Most all the service done at Team Powersports!
Asking $6000.00 or best offer. (If interested, please text Dean Holton and let
him know and he will be in touch).
Dean Holton
GWRRA # gwrra064037@NC.RR.COM
919-495-2747

*Note:
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Support All Our Advertisers

Thank You to our Sponsors.
Please support our sponsors when you
need the Products and Services they
provide.
Your Ad Could Go Here!
Wake Forest Wings (GWRRA Chapter NC-X) is located in Wake Forest, NC. Our Newsletter is
circulated to a diverse group of people all over North Carolina and is also sent to the Region
staff that resides in North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. In
addition, your advertising will appear on the Chapter’s website (www.wakeforestwings.org).
The advertising rates listed below are for 12 consecutive months – 12 issues and can be
modified anytime without additional charges.

• Business card - $25.00
• One half page - $75.00

One quarter page - $50.00 
Full page - $100.00

Please contact newsletter editor, at editor@wakeforestwings.org
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Presidential Assistants

National Team

Bob & Nan Shrader
floridadd@msn.com

Director of GWRRA
Jere and Sherry Goodman
director@gwrra.org

North Carolina
District Team

Director of Rider Education
Susan and George Huttman
director-re@gwrra.org

District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
Assistant District Directors, East
Tom Tipton
tiptonsauto@att.net
Assistant District Directors, West
Clyde Alexander
clyde-alex@hotmail.com
Assistant District Directors, Central
Libby Jennings
libbyjennings@yahoo.com
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Interim Director of GWRRA
University
Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark
lorriemthomas.aol.com
Director of Finance
Randall and Janet Drake
financedirector@gwrra.org
Director of Membership
Enhancement
Dan and Mary Costello
mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com

