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From Your Chapter Director
Writing an article gets more difficult each month when there is little
to no activities happening within the Chapter. During normal times
we would be talking about dinner rides, Thanksgiving activities,
Christmas Parades, O’Berry Center ride, Christmas party and on and
on. Now we are focusing on staying safe, how to “social distance”
and celebrate Thanksgiving with the family, whether to attend any
Christmas activities, and so on… you get the point. With that said,
we shouldn’t live in fear as that is not healthy or advised; however,
taking the recommended precautions is wise.
All is not lost. I spoke with Pat Yates, O’Berry Center Director. She
has asked that Chapter X sponsor six residents for Christmas. She
will send a list of resident’s wishes (and needs) at a later date.
Because of COVID, all gift items must be new. Furthermore, our
Event Coordinator has collaborated with our Newsletter Editors to come up with a Virtual
Gathering in lieu of an in-person Christmas party. Please save the date, Saturday, November
28th for a Zoom ThanXgiving. Please stay tuned to your emails for more information about this
and O’Berry.
The election is over, at least the voting part and now we can turn our focus to other issues. We
have done our part as the citizenry. I do believe this is a noble country and we will endure.
GWRRA is a great organization and we will continue to prosper and grow on the other side of
this pandemic. Yes, things will be different and folks will adapt to the new normal as we strive
to be better and stronger.
I wish a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to you and your family. May we continue to Stay Safe
for ourselves, the Family we Love and the Friends we cherish.

Until we see each other or next month,
Be Safe and Enjoy Life.
John
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From Your ACD
The last month has been a whirlwind. My job keeps me busy
with lots of overtime that I don’t get paid for. Debra is working
double shifts for early voting. The days just fly by with not much
time to ride.
We did enjoy one ride though. Roger Patterson called a ride to
Wilmington to see the battleship North Carolina. Initially we
were not going to be able to go but managed to work it out.
Roger, Dolores, Roger’s neighbor, Andre, Debra and me set out
from Wake Forest. Roger did a great job being the Road
Captain. Of course we saw some rain in the last half hour of the
ride. But it was not bad enough to stop and put on rain gear.
We arrived just behind John Rooney and his dad. I think we spent several hours touring the
battleship. Debra and I had visited it before so this time I explored the places I missed last time.
What a great old ship the North Carolina is! And the company wasn’t bad either!
Roger had scheduled a ride to a nearby park to have lunch. But with it still raining, we opted to eat
at the covered pavilion. By the time we finished lunch it had stopped raining. We said our goodbyes
to John and his dad, and headed back. This time Andre led the way. He knew a nice back road up
through Smithfield and Zebulon. Of course we had to take that route!
We stopped at the little ice cream place in Zebulon near the Sheetz. Lucky for us it was their last day
of service for their season. We enjoyed some great ice cream and company. Then each departed for
home.
Thanks to Roger Patterson for calling a ride and leading! This is why we originally joined GWRRA.

Having FUN Making Memories!
James and Debra

4 of 27

The “X” Files November 2020
Wake Forest Wings Chapter NC-X Wake Forest, North Carolina
From Your MEC

Let’s give thanks for all our many blessings. It is important now more than ever to count our
many blessings; it is easy to lose sight of them in this current environment.
Wings Over Carolina 2020
Despite a washout on the weekend of October 10th and 11th (courtesy of Hurricane Delta),
the 3rd and final prong of the Wings Over Carolina trident was a resounding success on
October 17th. The spirit of the 43 participants was not dampened by the week’s delay. The
weather was beautiful and so was the fall scenery on what was a wellplanned and executed
ride/picnic. Thanks to Libby, Steve Cline and Darrin Gentz for putting together this wonderful
event.
There is momentum for making Wings Over Carolina an annual event, perhaps in late Spring
or early Summer to kick off the new riding season each year.
Good News – Bad News
Bad News - At this point I had planned to salute the many chapters which were finding ways
to restart their traditional gatherings (some with visitors but many without). Then, just this
afternoon (Tuesday, November 10th) Governor Cooper imposed more onerous restrictions on
indoor gatherings, limiting them to no more than 10 people. This is going to make it virtually
impossible for restaurants to allow many of us to resume our gatherings – even
without visitation.
It is now more important than ever that we make every effort to continue to get our family
members together and engaged in non-traditional ways. The outdoor rides to open areas with
BYO food have worked wonderfully so far but the cold winter weather makes such gettogethers more difficult and forces us to think even more outside the box about ways to keep
the GWRRA spirit thriving.
You can send ideas for activities and games, etc. to our Newsletter’s Contributors’ Corner to
share with other chapters in the state. (In fact, we have included one fun activity originating
from Kentucky District – Chapter G in this month’s newsletter.)
Good News – There are incredibly positive results from the continuing development and
testing of a vaccine. Although masking, hand washing, social distancing and other restrictions
may slow the spread of the virus, only an effective vaccine with wide-spread acceptance is
going to bring us anywhere near back to our former lives. Let’s pray for its success.
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Transitions
We have several chapters that are undergoing leadership transitions at the end of this year.
While we hate to lose good leaders, we must understand that life’s ebbs and flows sometime
take us in unexpected directions.
NC-A Greensboro – Carl and Nancy Allen have found it necessary to cut their tenure short at
the end of the year.
NC-D Greenville – Bobby and Alice Manning are giving up the leadership reins after 23 years.
NC-D2 New Bern – Glenn Alphin stepped down a couple of months ago.
NC-K2 Fayetteville – Buz Altshuler will be transitioning into an enthusiastic member of K2 at
the end of the year.
We are hopeful that each chapter will find within themselves new leadership to carry their
chapter family forward into the surprises of 2021.
The District Team is also facing transitions as the new year approaches.
Debra Lawler has announced that she and James will be stepping back from motorcycling and
from GWRRA and thereby will be resigning as District Webmaster and District Newsletter
Editor at the end of December. We wish them all the best in their new focus.
Jimmy Quick has made the hard decision that his health will prevent him from continuing in
2021 as District Ride Coordinator. Jimmy will remain in our thoughts and our prayers.
Joy and I want to thank every chapter leader and district team member for their loyal service
and wish them the best in their future endeavors. We will miss you all in your positions.
We count each member of GWRRA as one of our blessings and thank each of you for
everything that you do, including bringing forth new ideas, to help keep your Chapter and
District FAMILY healthy and strong during these everchanging and trying times.
HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE THANKSGIVING.

Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Chapter MEC
Note: This article was originally printed in the November 2020 GWRRA NC District Newsletter.
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From Chapter Couple of The Year

We welcome November with the changing colors of leaves. The breezy days, some warmer
than others, calling you to ride your motorcycle.

One of our greatest holidays of this month is Veteran’s day. Please
remember and say a prayer for those that have served and that are still
serving today.

Happy days, fun, food, friends and relatives. Thanksgiving is the holiday for all these joys.
Giving thanks and enjoying our love ones. This year may be different since most are unable
to travel because of Covid-19. Let’s visit with phone calls, text, or
skype. This way you will enjoy hearing or seeing them by phone or
computer. Just stay sane and have fun with it.

Have FUN and Stay Safe!!

Roger and Dolores Patterson
Couple of the Year 2020
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From Your Event Coordinator
Gobble gobble gobble… I really have been isolated for too long!
The Fall always goes so quickly, and then Christmas (yikes) is upon us.
The Hallmark channel is featuring Christmas holiday movies, and even
before Halloween, the stores have been stocked with holiday
decorations. Well, I think the gift shopping will be limited mostly to gift
cards. Our grandkids are getting older now, and that is what they
prefer, which is fine with me – it’s hard to please their tastes, which
change constantly. I do wrap up the gift cards nicely, so it feels like a
regular present.
We miss our friends at Chapter X and other chapters as well, and look forward to when we
can all be together again and plan special events.
I had my second three month examination this past week, and fortunately, got a good report.
Yay! That is such a relief, and I am feeling good as well.
I am writing this on Halloween afternoon, which is also my granddaughter’s sixteenth
birthday. How is it possible that she is sixteen and driving?
Thanksgiving will probably be different this year, with not as many people traveling. Of
course, we all yearn to spend time with our families and friends, and hopefully that will be
possible soon. I am ready for a vaccine. I have already had my flu shot, pneumonia shot, and
the first of two shingles shots. I had a bad reaction to the shingles shot, but not serious. I
have had so many needles stuck in me in the past year that I feel like a pin cushion – not
complaining, as I am in good health, just sayin’.
My son and daughter-in-law have a home decorating/staging business (ReDefine Home Design)
in Wake Forest, and it seems that a lot of people are spending their vacation money on fixing
up their houses rather than traveling during Covid. In this case, the pandemic has helped a
small business, although we keep in our thoughts all those who are still struggling through this
pandemic.
Hoping that all of you out there are healthy and safe, and facing the challenges of the
pandemic with a good outlook. Dale and I are looking forward to good times ahead, shared in
fellowship with our friends at GWRRA.

Jane V. Petzold
Event Coordinator
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Happy Veterans Day
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The Last Dragon
The last multi-day ride of the season has just been completed.
Despite COVID we were able to head out to ride the “Back of the
Dragon” again. A friend of ours had planned a ride over some
great roads with a small group of people, so……off we went.
The final days of leaf color was in the mountains and we were
going to grab a chance at a last glimpse of natural beauty. Sandie and a friend of ours, also going
on the ride, worked up a back roads only trip out to Atkins, Virginia. We met up at a restaurant
for an early breakfast, topped the gas tanks and drove away. Cool, not real cold, dry roads and
light traffic on the streets.
Soon, we were into some rural communities with houses spaced further and further apart along
tree covered roads. Many of the trees had already shed their leaves and they littered the roads.
Speeds were kept down for safety’s sake and it gave us a chance to enjoy the views.
Sweepers, turns, small hills and valleys, along the roads with just a few stop signs and small
towns. As we went along, the hills got steeper, the valleys lower and the curves sharper and
happening more often. Small towns became a little larger and we ran into more traffic and stop
lights. Bummer!
After several hours and one potty break, we slid into Mayberry, North Carolina (yes, Andy’s
Mayberry,) for a quick stop just to look around at the town. Then a stop for fuel and off we went
into the local mountains.
We were greeted with real mountain roads with sharp turns, steep ups and downs in the
mountains on good asphalt. Fun times getting ready to the “Dragon.” The last little bit of the
way into Atkins took us on a road that is best described as up and down the mountain inside small
intestines with the turns, twists, complex roadways that were about 1 ½ lanes wide. We got a
little worried when we were confronted with an 18-wheeler coming down the mountain on the
small road. The driver was great and moved over so far as to have the tree branches scrape over
the trailer. Off we continued to the motel.
We met up with our group of 8 bikes and 11 people and got ready for the next day’s ride.
The ride started off with light mist, wet ground and more than a few wet leaves on the roadway.
We attacked the mountains with a positive attitude and used this as a good training ground for
the more difficult times ahead. As we were going along, every bit of our training for mountain
riding that we learned via GWRRA came into play. Remembering how to enter and exit turns,
controlling speed, climbing up and down the gears and the use of engine braking came into play.
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The mist went away and we were left with cool, good weather with overcast clouds which
kept the sun out of our eyes. The roads started to dry somewhat; however, the leaves were
always present and on our minds during the ride.
Mile after mile after mile we were going up and down some of the most challenging roads I
have driven in years. Sharp turns on the ups and downs, up gear, down gear, up gear and
down gear. Switch backs that would make you pivot your neck to see through the turn. All
covered by trees lining the roads limiting sight vision. When the sign posted 15 mph, they
really did mean it. OK…...so we did 16 or so. Mountain rock walls on one side and open views
of the farm lane studded valley to the other. No guard rails, just trees and steep ravines.
This type of riding went along with just a few breaks in the consent ups and downs, left
handle bar stop to right handle bar stop with no pause for mile after mile. Our arms got a
real workout for quite a long time. In some cases, I ever had to go down to 1st gear just to
make the switch back on the right-hand STEEP upgrade to the next left-hand sharp curve.
After several hours, we stopped at the Dragon store and took a break shopping for things that
we did not know we wanted or needed. Following that, we had lunch and continued on our
trek. More mountains and some open valley riding led us back into some more mountain trails
to an Amish bakery for a carb-filled pastry snack fest. The bakery was nestled into a
mountain side complete with horses, chickens and other farm animals. NOTE: if you do not
want to ride on gravel, do not go there.
From there we continued mountain riding, hill climbing and following the roadway down via
the sharp curves and switch backs. The mountains were glowing with bright yellow and
orange leaves dotting the landscape; something to behold!
Our last stop was for the required ice cream fill up and looking at the mountains from the hill
top shop.
Off down the mountain back, getting back to the hotel as the sun went down. Great ride and
great day with some old friends and some we had just met.
The trip home was made on super slab as it was raining and cold. No real issues, just a cold
ride. We arrived home safely.
Stay Safe, Ride Careful,
Hope to see you all on the highway!

Rosy
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From Your Tech and Part Advisor

Back in the Saddle
The saddle of your trusted steed is your seat on your motorcycle. To
be comfortable when riding is also conducive to get the most
performance from your bike.
Now that you have done your full point, walk around, checked the air in the tires and checked
for any abnormalities, and anything else you have gotten in the habit of doing before, during,
and after riding, hop on!
Ok, for the folks who have read this far, what’s my point? Thus, the title. Your motorcycle
seat is just as important as any other performance item on your ride. If you are not
comfortable, you are not in full control. Then again, too comfortable may leave you
complacent. Hmmm……..
Of course, there is the sage old advice to take a break and stretch, get the ole body limbered
up and ready for the next leg of your trip. When you feel you need a break, take it.
When it comes to seats, there are replacement seats and accessories you can put on your seat
to improve your comfort. Think about how comfortable you are next time you ride. Do some
research for what is best for you and your riding position. Even adjusting a back rest might
help. You don’t need to be like the iron but riders, but I bet they have a pretty comfortable
combination.
I have seen gel pads, seat beads, seat furs, and all types of other things to sit on over your
stock seats. Goldwings have some excellent stock seats and are very comfortable.
There are some folks that swear by particular brands and are willing to part with a grand or
more for that extra comfort. That’s all well and good too, your choice. Any replacement of
anything should follow the same rule of do it right the first time.
With this generation of resources, the internet being one of the main ones, information about
anything is close at hand. Seat brands, reviews, Goldwing forums; research should help in any
decision you might be thinking of.
I am not going to mention the good, bad, or ugly of any product. I now know how comfort and
discomfort can affect your ability to be alert and react faster in any given situation.
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I took a trip to do some mountain riding a couple of weeks ago. Left early
Monday and arrived home the evening of the following Friday. Yes, I rode
my 2019 DCT Wing. Yes, with the OEM seat. I don’t feel any break-in as
of yet. My green skeleton “Anorexic Annie” was my passenger. No
complaints of tired but I will admit the seat was not the most
comfortable and there were times I didn’t feel I was giving my riding
full attention.
The good thing was that there were four guys total in our group and we took plenty of
breaks and gas stops. We didn’t push any time limits and it was a great time. Plug for the
Iron Horse Inn we used as our home base. Excellent!
Bottom (no pun intended) line is, you might be on an awesome bike, but if the seat is not
right, then make it right. I will say one thing. When I got home, I was so glad to disembark.
The bike exceeded my expectations. I will be researching some beads or something before I
pop for the whole seat conversion. Love the bike! My butt was a bit sore for a while.
Back in the saddle is making sure you are alert and able to react when required. Enjoy the
ride, feel great when riding and upon arrival at your destination.

Until next time, keep the shiny side up
John “Rebel” Rooney
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From Your Editors
The days are long yet somehow the
year is short. We are nearing the end of 2020
and what a year it has been. We are at the halfway
mark in November and already it seems like the longest,
short month of the year. If you are like me, you’re still trying to
adjust your sleep pattern to daylight savings time.
November 3rd was Election Day. We want to acknowledge chapter members who volunteered
their time in the electoral process. Brad Bradford, John Bryant, Debra Lawler and Roger
Patterson all served in some capacity despite the health risk involved. If there are others that
we are unaware of, please let us know so that we may recognize you in next month’s edition.
November 11th was Veteran’s Day but how much do you really know about this Day. Let’s see
(Note: See Thinking of You for the answers -No cheating!):
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November 26th is Thanksgiving Day. We are thankful for you, our GWRRA Family. Until next
month, stay safe, stay positive and most of all, stay in touch!
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Janice and Deetra Bryant
Newsletter Editors
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Celebrations

November
Birthdays
Dean Holton

November GWRRA
Anniversaries

November Wedding
Anniversaries

None

Remember the key is to PARTICIPATE”.
Participation = FUN.
Click below and read Newsletters
from: North Carolina District
And GWRRA Insight
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Let’s see how you all did on the Veteran’s Day Trivia.

1.
Veterans Day was originally known as Armistice Day and
was meant to honor the nation's World War I veterans.
Armistice Day officially received its name in 1926 through a
congressional resolution and became a national holiday in 1938. (The answer was
found in question #3)
2. World War I, which was known at the time as "The Great War," officially ended when
the Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles
outside Versailles, France. Fighting had actually ended seven months earlier,
however, when an armistice between the Allied nations and Germany went into
effect on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. For that reason, Nov.
11, 1918, is generally regarded as the end of "the war to end all wars." (Answernone of the above)
3. In 1953, Alvin J. King of Emporia, Kan., proposed that Armistice Day be changed to
Veterans Day to recognize and honor American veterans of all wars and conflicts.
King came up with the idea after his nephew, John Cooper, was killed in action
during World War II.
4. In 1954, at the urging of veterans service organizations, Congress amended the 1938
law that created Armistice Day by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting in
its place the word "Veterans." With President Dwight D. Eisenhower's signature, the
legislation became Public Law 380 on June 1, 1954.
5. The story begins with the famous poem, "In Flanders Fields," written by John McCrae
in 1915 ("In Flanders fields the poppies blow / Between the crosses, row on row").
In 1918 Moina Belle Michael, on reading McCrae's poem, pledged to always wear a
red poppy as a sign of remembrance. Her idea spread, and in 1924 the Veterans of
Foreign Wars launched its "Buddy Poppy" program to help disabled and needy
veterans.
6. The line is from the final paragraph of Abraham Lincoln's second inaugural address,
which he delivered on March 4, 1865, as the nation braced itself for the final throes
of the Civil War.
7. Veterans Day is a time set aside to celebrate and honor those who have served in
the armed services and therefore is not a day to fly flags at half-staff, a symbol of
mourning.
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8. In 1938, with the rise of Hitler, Irving Berlin dug out a song he'd written in 1918 for
an army camp show, changed a few lyrics, and renamed it "God Bless America." On
Nov. 10, Kate Smith sang it as the closing number on an Armistice Day edition of her
immensely popular CBS Radio show. In short order it become the "peace anthem"
that Berlin had wanted it to be — and Kate Smith's signature song.
To all of our retired GWRRA veterans, we are thinking of you, we salute you and we
are forever grateful for your service.
Here are eight fun facts about Thanksgiving to share around the dinner table.
 The first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 over a three day harvest festival. It
included 50 Pilgrims, 90 Wampanoag Indians, and lasted three days. It is believed by
historians that only five women were present.
 Turkey wasn’t on the menu at the first Thanksgiving. Venison, duck, goose, oysters,
lobster, eel, and fish were likely served, alongside pumpkins and cranberries (but not
pumpkin pie or cranberry sauce!).
 Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday on October 3, 1863. Sarah
Josepha Hale, the woman who wrote “Mary Had A Little Lamb,” convinced Lincoln to
make Thanksgiving a national holiday after writing letters for 17 years.
 The history of U.S. presidents pardoning turkeys is patchy. Harry Truman is often
credited with being the first president to pardon a turkey, but that’s not quite true. He
was the first to receive a ceremonial turkey from the National Turkey Federation – and
he had it for dinner. John F. Kennedy was the first to let a Thanksgiving turkey go,
followed by Richard Nixon who sent his turkey to a petting zoo. George H.W. Bush is the
president who formalized the turkey pardoning tradition in 1989.
 There are four towns in the United States named “Turkey.” They can be found in
Arizona, Texas, Louisiana and North Carolina.
 The average number of calories consumed on Thanksgiving is 4,500.
 Butterball answers more than 100,000 turkey-cooking questions via their Butterball
Turkey Hotline each November and December.
 The tradition of football on Thanksgiving began in 1876 with a game between Yale and
Princeton. The first NFL games were played on Thanksgiving in 1920.
****See all of the latest Black Friday 2020 ads to plan your Black Friday shopping at
https://blackfriday.com/ads/black-friday.
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Support All Our Advertisers

Thank You to our Sponsors.
Please support our sponsors when you
need the Products and Services they
provide.
Your Ad Could Go Here!
Wake Forest Wings (GWRRA Chapter NC-X) is located in Wake Forest, NC. Our Newsletter is
circulated to a diverse group of people all over North Carolina and is also sent to the Region
staff that resides in North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. In
addition, your advertising will appear on the Chapter’s website (www.wakeforestwings.org).
The advertising rates listed below are for 12 consecutive months – 12 issues and can be
modified anytime without additional charges.

• Business card - $25.00
• One half page - $75.00

One quarter page - $50.00 
Full page - $100.00

Please contact newsletter editor, at editor@wakeforestwings.org
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Presidential Assistants

National Team

Bob & Nan Shrader
floridadd@msn.com

Director of GWRRA
Jere and Sherry Goodman
director@gwrra.org

North Carolina
District Team

Director of Rider Education
Susan and George Huttman
director-re@gwrra.org

District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
Assistant District Directors, East
Tom Tipton
tiptonsauto@att.net
Assistant District Directors, West
Clyde Alexander
clyde-alex@hotmail.com
Assistant District Directors, Central
Libby Jennings
libbyjennings@yahoo.com
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Interim Director of GWRRA
University
Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark
lorriemthomas.aol.com
Director of Finance
Randall and Janet Drake
financedirector@gwrra.org

Director of Membership
Enhancement
Dan and Mary Costello
mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com

