The “X” Files July 2018
Wake Forest Wings Chapter NC-X Wake Forest, North Carolina

GWRRA

NC District

Wake Forest Wings

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Friends for FUN, Safety and Knowledge

Chapter Gathering: The second Sunday of each month
at Golden Corral located at:
11016 Capital Blvd., Wake Forest, NC 27587
Phone 919-570-2808
Map

Chapter Director
John Bryant
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From Your Chapter Director
It is July already and the heat is on. I haven’t done much riding this
season partly due to heat and partly due to other family matters. I
hope everyone is enjoying themselves regardless of the activities you
are involved. Several attended the Chapter Crab Feast / Fish Fry at
Dale and Jane's house. Dale and Jane are great hosts and everyone
enjoyed fellowshipping and plenty of food. In addition we had fish,
chicken, fried sliced potatoes with onion (prepared by Joy), hush
puppies, slaw, bean casserole apple pie and ice cream. We had a
blast.
We announced in June gathering that NC-X is challenging other East Chapters to visit
NC State Parks for a chance to win an ice cream social on us. NC-X is participating and
all members are expected to visit as many state parks possible during the period. The
challenge starts July 1 and runs through September 30, 2018. The winning chapter will
be announced at X-toberfest.
Speaking of X-toberfest it is time to start collecting door prizes. We will have an Xtoberfest planning meeting in a few weeks. As in the past we want to have lots of good
door and grand prizes along with many exciting games. Stay tune for details after the
first meeting.
Wings Over the Smokies is fast approaching. We have done a fantastic job selling grand
prize tickets this year (thanks to Dean Holden for selling 800). To date we have
received 2000 tickets and turned in sales for 1450. All 2000 are issued out. Thanks to
everyone for putting forth the effort to sell tickets. You never can tell – possibly
someone in NC-X will leave WOtS with a new Goldwing. If you haven’t done so go ahead
and register and get your room reservations.

Participate when you can ride safe and have FUN
John
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From Your Membership Enhancement Coordinators
Friends for fun, safety and knowledge. The GWRRA motto puts
friends first. Yet how does a group of divergent people with
differing ethnicities, professions, education, backgrounds,
finances and ideologies bond? The answer is simple— they
choose to. They choose to be vulnerable, they choose to be
accepting, they choose to be tolerant. Although these choices
are different from each other, these can be summarized by the
word respect.
Most in GWRRA choose respect, and although respect is fundamental to maintaining a
relationship, this writer believes that laughing together is often at the core of forming
relationships. Yes, I believe that many friendships begin with laughter. And GWRRA gives
many opportunities to laugh, and laughing is fun!
This week Glenn and I have taken advantage of many opportunities to laugh and have fun
within GWRRA. First, Thursday we visited Garner’s chapter gathering. Verna always
brings laughter to everyone present. Mix Verna with Tom Tipton as well as a table
covered with water and you find yourself giggling for most of an hour.
Then on Saturday we found ourselves at the Couples Retreat. We laughed the day away
and some people didn’t want to leave. What a fun day we had! We laughed at ourselves,
we laughed at each other, we laughed at word choice and we laughed at life. We laughed
at newlyweds who missed their early morning flight to the honeymoon cruise. We
chortled at the vision of riding wings and spiders. We laughed at various humorous
proposal stories. We chuckled as we heard stories told in seven sentences, we roared as
others mimed important and exciting events. There was some snickering and some
howling over prized “lunch boxes.” Through all of this, we were learning about one
another.
On the next Thursday we met Roy, Cindy and Libby at the Rally in the Valley in Roanoke,
VA. Sandie and Rosy joined us on Friday. What fun we all had! Glenn and I got called out
for laughing to long at the Couple’s stories during their interviews. We laughed as we
repeatedly heard a specific booming voice calling out “There are the Kennedys!” There
was laughter as some of us learned a new game. There were constant peels of laughter at
Rosalie’s show. There was laughter as one made faces at the thought of eating Bison,
then had her picture made with the beast. We laughed more as another was held by her
breeches, so she wouldn’t fall into the lake while feeding the fish. (Okay, so now I’ve
stretched the time from one week to ten days).
The point is each example given either planted a seed for new friendships or began to
deepen an already growing relationship. The point is we gain friends for fun by laughing
in GWRRA.
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Why is laughter so important? As Rosalie explains at
the end of her show “Life can be hard. Laughter
provides a reprieve from life’s difficulties. It gives us
a chance to recharge.” And it’s just downright fun.
Don’t you wish you had been with us? What’s your
fun quotient? What’s your friend quotient? To
increase either you just have to choose to laugh! You
have to choose to have fun! You have to choose to
participate!

Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
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From Your Couple of the Year
Re-Treating the Couples
Debra and I had the pleasure of attending the
Couple’s Retreat on June 23rd. There were nine
couples in attendance, along with our wonderful
District Couple, Joy and Glenn Kenney and several
other District members.
We played games, had a very entertaining lunch, was showered with FUN, and received a
fantastic parting gift.
As usual Joy and Glenn did an outstanding job organizing and hosting the event. As we
entered the room, we saw a giant outline of North Carolina taped to the floor. Each Chapter
was represented in the map. The first game we played was for one of each couple to stand
on their spot (Chapter) within the map. Each couple was then asked to share what they had
learned about themselves or how being a Couple has changed them. I said chasing the
plaque has allowed Debra and I to meet more wonderful people and although it took several
tries, we finally won the plaque!
Lunch was an interesting adventure. Instead of simply lining up for grub, we chose a box
that matched a ribbon we had been given. After everyone had a box, we all opened them
together. The box contained partial lunch items. The FUN was to find someone else that had
what you were missing! It took some time, but after several minutes of milling around and
collaboration, everyone had their lunch! Another FUN game that allowed the couples to mix
it up!
We played several other games, all of which cleverly led up to the discussion around
Selection. This is when Vernon and Verna Dudley shined! You may not know, but these guys
were the International COY for 1998. Vernon shared his thoughts about the process and how
it can be FUN instead of stressful. This couple is so full of FUN, they bring the sunshine with
them! Their enthusiasm was infectious!
For the last two years, Chapter X has had their couple stand for selection. Because of this
now established tradition and the Dudley’s motivation for us, Debra and I have decided to
stand for Selection. We want to honor our Chapter and look forward to having lots of FUN at
WOTS by standing for Selection. And who knows, maybe another District COY from NC-X? As
John Bryant says, “X is in the house!”

Making Memories and havingFUN
James and Debra
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From Your Ride Coordinator
The following article was written by
Mary Wisniewski, a reporter for
the Chicago Tribune.

"The United States is leading the world in increased traffic deaths, and distracted driving is a
primary cause, according to a new study of 29 nations.
Only 5 of 29 countries saw a jump in traffic deaths between 2010 and 2016, and the U.S. had
the highest rate of increase at 13.5 percent, said a study by the International Transport
Forum, which had its annual summit in Leipzig, Germany, last week. Argentina had the
second-highest increase in traffic deaths, at 9 percent, and Chile experienced a 5 percent
increase.
The United States also saw the highest jump in pedestrian deaths during the time period, at
39.2 percent, and a 34.8 percent increase in cyclist deaths. In contrast, Norway saw a 37.5
percent drop in pedestrian deaths during this same period, while Israel saw cyclist deaths cut
in half.
The increase in deaths in the United States appears to be tied to two main factors — more
cars on the road due to a better economy, and distracted driving, said Fred Wegman, chair of
the International Road Traffic Data and Analysis Group, a division of the Transport Forum.
“"Distracted driving is more prevalent and prominent in the United States than in other
countries,” said Wegman.
The study found the United States also had one of the highest rates of road deaths per capita,
with 11.6 out of 100,000 people losing their lives to motor vehicle crashes, compared with
rates of 2 to 5 deaths per 100,000 in countries such as the United Kingdom, Israel, Japan,
Germany, Spain and Australia.
Starting with Sweden, many nations and municipalities in the past two decades have
committed to a Vision Zero strategy for reducing traffic deaths and serious crashes. More than
two dozen U.S. cities, including Chicago, have also agreed to a Vision Zero program. The
initiative tries various ways of reducing deaths, including designing safer roads, greater
enforcement and education.
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Worldwide, traffic fatalities in 2016 were down 3.6 percent compared with 2010. If the
United States, with its large population, were excluded from this statistic, the decrease in
deaths would be nearly 15 percent, the study found. Preliminary data also showed deaths
were down in all countries studied in 2017, the study said.
However, while the number of deaths worldwide has continued to fall, it has gone down at
a slower rate in recent years, the study found. Four factors could explain this: the
economic recovery, which puts more cars on the road; the increased popularity of cycling,
associated with higher numbers of cycling deaths; slacker enforcement of traffic laws due a
shift in police force priorities; and the rise in distracted driving, the study said.
Derek Kan, the U.S. undersecretary of transportation for policy, said the United States
started a safety data initiative last year to predict and better understand what causes
traffic fatalities.
"“What does the data tell us — are there specific intersections, are there specific weather
conditions, specific events where we see a spike in traffic fatalities?” Kan said in an
interview at the International Transport Forum summit. He said the U.S. is working with
local police and state transportation departments to examine causes.
Kan said the U.S. also wants to know just how significant distracted driving is as an issue in
traffic deaths — the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration found that the number of crashes due to texting or talking on mobile devices
actually fell in 2016.
“"Is there a measurement error?” Kan said. "“Maybe we’re not capturing this data
correctly.”

Safe Riding! Brad

Glad you made it to the
fish fry Andre!!
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Let us hear from you. Tell us about your trip, share some
photos.
Your chapter would love to hear about your triumphs,
family additions, celebrations and any good news you
would like to share.
We are family. We like hearing from you!
Reminder: Write an article and submit it to me at
Editor@WakeForestWings.org

Happy Reading!
Debra K. Lawler
Jokes and Fun Stuff
I hear there is a new Asian restaurant in RALEIGH,
exclusive ONLY to Lawyers. The name?
Sosoomee
Share Your Favorite Website
hondadirectline.com offers motorcycle related items at lower prices than you
may find anywhere else. Frogg Toggs rain gear is one of the items.

Keep the Shinny Side UP
John Rooney
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Sandie and I met up with NC's own GWRRA's district staff
Roy, Cindy, Libby, Joy and Glenn at Virginia's 30th
anniversary of Rally in the Valley. For those of you who
could not be there, you missed a wonderful family
friendly adventure.
The rally was held at the Sheridan Hotel in Roanoke, Va.
The cozy atmosphere made getting around very easy and
there were plenty of folks always ready to help get us to
where we needed to go. Check in was a breeze and in no
time we were a part of the fun.
Available vendors were commensurate to the size of the rally population. The vendors that
we met were very helpful and offered a diverse type of products. Sandie and I ordered
some flags for our bikes that are to be made to our specific request. I will let you know
how they turn out at a chapter meeting and/or Wing's over the Smokies.
Our own Joy and Glenn were judges for the Virginia's “Couple of the Year.” They were
among the best of the best GWRRA's couples. Including, but not limited to, GWRRA's
International Couple of the Year, Region N and Region B's couples who are going to Wing
Ding to participate in this years International Couple of the Year selection process. In my
mind, that puts our own Chapter X as one of the best of the best Couples in GWRRA. Go
Joy and Glen!!!!
Sandie and I attended one of the many seminars offered and had a great time learning
about event planing. Entertainment night was a blast from the past with songs, skits and
games. Great times had by all.
After the closing ceremonies, all 7 of the NC contingent went out to eat and it just
reminded all of us that no matter who you are with GWRRA, you are part of a really large
family.
All and all it was a great rally and I can only hope that more of us can make next year's
Virginia's Rally in the Valley.
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Now, I must confess, that as much fun that I had at the rally, our own chapter meetings are
just that much better. Over the years, Sandie and I have attended chapter meetings/
gathering up and down the East Coast. Most are so scripted that it becomes stoic. NOT OURS!
Our Chapter Director John and his crew of capable and energetic partners make going to our
Chapter X's meetings a great time with lots of laughs and group interaction. Having been to
so many meeting/gatherings, I believe that we fill the room more often than anyone else.
John has set the bar so high, I think it will be a long time before anyone can do any better.
John, and his team, are the reason that I attend the meetings/gatherings whenever I can.
How, how did we get to the Rally in the Valley? Simple, Sandie planned a great route of back
roads, sweeps, valleys, curves and sights. About 165 miles with only 14 on double lane roads.
The rest were back roads, some with no lines and old horse and buggy trails that are
somewhat paved over.
The trip to get there was so great, that I asked Sandie to turn it around and have us go back
and do it again.
While the trip going there was so great, I spent a lot of time just looking around in a general
manner.
The trip back was different, even though it was on the same roads. I hit the
"zone" right after we left Roanoke, Va. I shut the music off going to my head set and just
listened to the bike. I heard the purr of the engine, the RPMs going up and down on the hills,
valleys and through the mountains. I listened to the silk sound of the tires quietly going down
the road and the ripples of the grit under the tread. The wind in my face and the vista's
around soaked into my mind as I turned my head back and forth sweeping through the curves.
Ribbons on asphalt cut through the valleys with slow hills. Surrounding me were homes from
bygone era's. Wooden buildings, vacant for years, some over a century, dotting the
landscape. Some discrepant buildings, falling down, roofs collapsing, were partially hidden in
groves of trees. Modern homes with stone walls and gravel driveways, next to homes made
before the Great War. Farms dotted with fields of lush grass and grain. Evidence of enduring
farm life was evident. Vine encased silos reached high into the sky, looking as though they
were reaching for GOD's hand to continue to give life to those who make use of the grain
contained. Some farms and buildings were abandoned, the silos standing still with gaping
holes, lost to time.
Yes, I was in the zone.
Yet, through it all, I was on my bike, following my wife going down the highway for another
adventure. Can not wait for the next one.

Stay Safe,
Rosy
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Click below and read Newsletters from:
North Carolina District
And GWRRA Insight
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Some members of the NC-X and GWRRA family need a little
Tender Loving Care. Please keep them in your prayers.
To all who need healing, not well and who have lost loved ones in
May. May you find comfort in knowing your GWRRA family of
friends are thinking about you.
NC-District MEPC and also NC-C2's MEPC Officer is suffering with intense back pain and is
having spinal injections for the pain . She is in-need of everyone's prayers and positive
thoughts sent her way, For a speedy and complete recovery.
Correspondence can be sent to: Sue Langley 164 Whitley Church Rd. Princeton NC. 27569
Roger Patterson fell of a ladder and severed tendons in his knee. He went in for
emergency surgery to repair the tendon. Include Roger in you r prayers.
GWRRA Anniversary
Belated June Anniversaries
Johnny Hilliard
Bernard Bobbitt
Birthdays
Jeannie Gunther
Roger Patterson
Sue Turner

John & Jeannie Gunther
Gil & Debra Holden

Belated June Birthday
Rick Yost

July Anniversaries
Paul Trahan
Paul Sanders
Chris and Jan Humphries
Troy Bailey and Family

I’m sorry if I’ve missed anyone, like last month Rick 's birthday was missed. Rick , I apologize.

Joy

NC-X April “Participation”
NC-C2 Smithfield 6/2
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
John Bryant
NC-D Greenville 6/7
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
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NC-Z Rocky Mount 6/12
NC-X Fish Fry 6/9
Dale and Jane Petzold
Roger and Dolores Patterson
James and Debra Lawler
Teddy Harding and Deborah
Kearney
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Jimmy Broadway
Brad Bradford
Andre Eason
John, Jan Bryant
Deetra and Wimberly Watson
Montae, Christian, Avery Watson

NC-X Wake Forest 6/10
John, Jan Bryant
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
James and Debra Lawler
Dale and Jane Petzold
Brad Bradford
Andre Eason
Ginny Gunther
Dean Holton
Roger and Dolores Patterson
Rosy and Sandie Rosenthal
Rick and Barbie Yost
Teddy Harding and Deborah Kearney

John Bryant

NC-A Greensboro 6/14
Glenn and Joy Kennedy

NC-F2 Garner 6/21
Glenn and Joy Kennedy

Couples Retreat 6/23
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
James and Debra Lawler

NC-N Burlington 6/28
James and Debra Lawler

VA Rally 6/28- 7/1
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Rosy and Sandie Rosenthal

Remember the key is to PARTICIPATE”. Participation = FUN.

Sweet Daisy kept an eye on everyone at the fish fry.
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Who Want to Join the NC State Park Challenge?

Hopefully you read this in your email, but if not, here it is again.
At our June gathering NC-X announced it is attempting to begin a new tradition to help
encourage riding and we are inviting all Eastern Chapters to jump into the challenge.
Considering GWRRA’s focus on riding, NC-X would like to challenge ourselves and our sister
chapters to a friendly competition to see who will visit the NC State Parks the most this
summer. The challenge will run from July 1st through September 30th, with the winner
announced at X-toberfest, October 13th. The chapter whose members picks up the most
stamps in their NC Passport Books (or the number of chapter participants, in the event of a tie)
will be treated to an ice cream night by NC-X-- date and time to be determined by the winning
chapter. These NC Passport books can be obtained at any NC State Park, recreation area or
partner location. When NC-X wins, the NC-X member with the most stamps will win a prize
selected just for them. Visit any NC State Park any time within the stated three months, just be
sure to get the Passport stamped each time by the ranger. NC-X would like to have a monthly
count of the number of visits (and for purposes of breaking a tie, the number of participating
members) from each participating chapter’s MEC. All we need is a total count of parks visited
and the number of members participating. We, then, will send one consolidated report to each
participating chapter each month.
We can visit individually, we can ride as a chapter (2, 3 or 4 wheels), and there might even be
some inter-chapter rides.
In summary this is a three-step process:
1) Visit NC State Parks with-in this 3-month period. Get your “Passport Books” stamped.
2) Report to Joy at
members@wakeforestwings.org
the number of stamps you collected by July 31, August 31, and September 30, respectively. NCX will then share this info with all participating chapters on August 5th, September 5th, with the
winner announced October 13th.
3) ENJOY ICE-CREAM compliments of YOUR CHAPTER, NC-X
As you visit these wonderful places, feel free to send Debra at editor@wakeforestwings.org a
little article about your visit for the newsletter, maybe with a picture or two.
Come on NC-X, let’s have some fun, see some sights, and win that ice cream
night!! Let’s show ‘m who reigns!!!

I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!!
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Wake Forest Wings, NC-X Calendar July 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursda y

Frida y

Saturday

1

2

3
6:30pm NC-C2
Smithfield
Meet at
Cruizers 5:15
PM

4

5
NC-D
Greenville

6

7
10:00am NC-S2
Sanford

8
Chapter
Gathering
Golden
Coral 5:00
PM

9

10

11

12

13
Jamestown

14
Williamsburg

15

16
6:30 PM NCD2 New
Bern

17
6:3pm NC-E
Cary

18

23

24
8:00 AM
Breakfast
Ride to
Hometown
Café in
Franklinton

25

Anniversaries
this month
John & Jeannie
Gunther
Gil & Debra
Holden

GWRRA

22

29
12:30pm NCK2
Fayetteville

Birthdays
this month
Jeannie
Gunther
Roger
Patterson
Sue Turner
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6:30pm NC-Z
Rocky Mount

2:00 pm NC-U2
Laurinburg

19
6:30pm
NC-H2
Durham
6:30 NCF2 Garner

26

20

21

7:00 PM
Dinner Ride
TBA

Chapter Ride
TBA

27

28

7:00 PM
Burger & Ice
Cream at
Sonics on
Capital BLvd.
Wake Forest

31

Rick Yost
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Forest NC 27587
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Thank You to our Sponsors.
Please support our sponsors
when you are in need of the
Products and Services they
provide.

Your Ad Could Go Here!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wake Forest Wings (GWRRA Chapter NC-X) is located in Wake Forest, NC.
Our Newsletter is circulated to a diverse group of people all over North
Carolina and is also sent to the Region staff that resides in North
Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. In addition,
your advertising will appear on the Chapter’s website
(www.wakeforestwings.org).
The advertising rates listed below are for 12 consecutive months – 12
issues and can be modified anytime without additional charges.
 Business card - $25.00
One quarter page - $50.00 
One half page - $75.00
Full page - $100.00
Please contact newsletter editor, at editor@wakeforestwings.org

____________________________________________
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Presidential Assistants
Bob & Nan Shrader
floridadd@msn.com

North Carolina
District Team
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National Team
Director of GWRRA
Anita Alkire
director@gwrra.org
Rider Education
Bob & Althea Berry
director-re@gwrra.org

District Directors
Cindy & Roy Bryant
rcbryant@suddenlink.net

Director Of Training
Clara Bolt
toledotriker@gmail.com

Assistant Directors, East
Austin & Peggy Gauthier
austing@mac.com
peggyrm@icloud.com

Membership Enhancement
Larry & Penny Anthony
mepgwrra@gmail.com

