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Chapter Staff
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Assistant Chapter Directors
Roger & Sue Turner
Ass
istantDirector@WakeForestWings.org

Treasurer, John Rooney
Treasurer@WakeForestWings.org

Membership Enhancement
Joy & Glenn Kennedy
Members@WakeForestWings.org

May
May
May
May

1: Smithfield Gathering
5: Sanford Gathering
8: Rocky Mount Gathering
20: NC-X Birthday Party

Most Rides depart from Cruizers 12500
Capital Blvd.
Wake Forest, NC 27587
NOTE: Arrive for safety briefing 15
minutes before scheduled “KSU”

Chapter Couple, James and Debra Lawler
ChapterCouple@WakeForestWings.org

Newsletter Editor, Debra Lawler
Editor@WakeForestWings.org

Chapter of the Year Coordinators
Glenn & Joy Kennedy
Coordinator@wakeforestwings.org
Webmasters, Rick Yost and
Dolores Patterson

webmaster@wakeforestwings.org

Photographer, Debra Lawler
photographer@wakeforestwings.org

Ways and Means (GWRRA Goodies)
Roger & Dolores Patterson
waysandmeans@WakeForestWings.org

Care Bear, Joy Kennedy

sunshine@wakeforestWings.org

Ride Coordinator, Brad Bradford
RideCoordinator@WakeForestWings.org
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From Your Chapter Director
Thank you to all that came out to Falls Lake to celebrate the Chapter
Birthday Party. Yes, NC-X “WakeForestWings” turned 10 years old on
May 20th, 2018. Many thanks to Goose, Dorothy and other charter
members that had the vision and foresight to start a new Chapter in
Wake Forest. Those in attendance enjoyed plenty of food, snacks,
games and much fellowshipping. Thanks to Johnny and Deborah for
securing the location. We had a blast.
Some of us have been visiting other Chapters and doing a little riding but not nearly
enough. Hopefully we can soon reverse that trend and start riding again. Brad has several
rides on the calendar and everyone is encouraged to put together an impromptu ride. In
addition we want to start back having at least one monthly dinner ride and a burger & ice
cream night. I am mindful that age, family, work and many other factors determine how
often we are able to ride and fellowship with each other. Participate whenever and
however you can.
Plan to participate in the Chapter “Crab Feast” ride to Dale and Jane Petzold home in
Oxford on Saturday June 9. Due to the cost of Crabs this year we will be have a Fish Fry
instead. Come out and enjoy! There will be a small charge to offset cost.
We have a Williamsburg/Jamestown ride on the calendar for July 12th & 13th followed by
West Virginia Rally July 19th ~ 21st.
We are back at Golden Coral for our monthly gathering on Sunday, June 10th.
Remember to check in on Members that are in need of Tender Loving Care (TLC).
We still have a few Goldwing tickets to sell. Don’t forget to register for Wings Over the
Smokies and get your hotel reservations.

Until next month, ride safe and have FUN
John
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From Your Membership Enhancement Coordinators
THE BENEFIT$ OF VISITATION
Visitation is the lifeblood of a healthy chapter. Without interchapter interaction Friends for Fun Safety and Knowledge would
run the risk of growing stagnant within the repetitiveness of “the
same old, same old”.

Different ideas, different personalities, all contribute to a vibrant organization so get
out and visit other chapters as often as possible. Go in groups, go individually, just go. I
have noted a marked decline in NC-X’s visitations to other chapters.
There are other tangible benefit$ to an active visitation routine. In May I have won both
a 50/50 drawing as well as hitting the jackpot at Garner’s Go Fish game.
Visitation Is one way to hear about the events a chapter has planned. After hearing
about the hoedown Joy and I had planned to go. This would have been our third time
planning, and our third time not arriving. This year our plans were thwarted by a quickly
scheduled surgery for Joy’s mom. With this said we are already committed to go next
year, Simply because we keep hearing over and over how much fun it is.
Inter- chapter visitation reveals the needs of your chapter and its members. But it’s not
the only way to learn these needs; newsletters also serve that purpose. And we have a
need we would like to ask your help. Joy and I need many shoeboxes for the chapters
couples retreat in just a few weeks. If you have shoeboxes of any size or description
would you be willing to let us have/borrow them during that week in June —perhaps you
could bring them to our June 10th chapter gathering?
Inter-chapter visitation also allows us to celebrate events in the lives of our friends. We
just recently celebrated the 10th anniversary/birthday of NC-X. The weather had been
threatening for days and days preceding our party, but it did provide a break for Sunday
afternoon. Though attendance was less than hoped for, we still enjoyed one another,
shared a few laughs and sang a few songs. For those who came thank you for joining us,
for those that didn’t know you were missed, and that Joy and I will see you as we
continue visiting our friends.

Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
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From Your Couple of the Year
NC-X Tenth birthday party
If you did not know or somehow missed it,
chapter NC-X Wake Forest Wings had their 10th
birthday party! It was held on May 20 at Falls
Lake.
Although rain was scheduled, attendance was good with folks from several East chapters
and a couple of Central ones as well. And we didn’t even get rained on!
There was lots of game playing, hot dogs, hamburgers, music, water (as it was rather warm
and humid), and lots of FUN! Some played games, some walked down to the water and
some just took it all in. All in all, everyone had FUN!
The Kearny’s brought the East COY plaque, which I won. They agreed to take it to New
Bern the next day for me since I could not make it. Unfortunately, by the time I got home I
completely forgot to send out the email to the East COY’s. My sincere apologies for that
oversight. I know it caused some confusion. At any rate, the celebration was a big success
and everyone had lots of FUN!

Making Memories and havingFUN
James and Debra
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Lessons learned and forgotten, then re-learned.
As some of you might know, Sandie and I have just
returned from a 3 day ride that was held near Bristol,
Virginia/Tennessee. Having said and written this, it seems
that we chose to ignore several safety tips and warnings
when we left Friday morning. That is we chose to ride
during monsoon style downpours.
Mind you, it was not raining when we left; however, that (not so correct at any time weather
people) being said, it was going to rain. Several North Carolina and Virginia counties were
under a storm warning. We were fixated on making this ride. After all it had been planned
months in advance by our friends and a little rain would not stop us from going.
We left and met up with two of our ridding buddies along the way. About two hours into the
ride, a large BLACK storm cloud came over the mountains just ahead of us directly in our
planned route. Did I mention LARGE...B L A C K storm cloud with wind and rain? Read this as
“get in the storm cellar and bolt it down.”
We chose instead to stop in a school parking lot and put on our trusty rain gear. Just as we
were finishing up the arduous task of getting the pants over our boots, the rain came down.
HARD!!!!!
We were fixated on going on with our journey, so we got on the motorcycles and rode off into
the teeth of the storm. Rain was not going to keep us from meeting up with our friends and
riding the mountains.
I am going to stop with the riding adventure here to mention some things about rain gear.
Most of us have rain gear. Picking the right rain gear is like picking the right oil, motorcycle
cleaner, or missing a spot on my wife's car when I wash it.
Over the years, I have gone through many sets of rain gear. Some frugal (cheap) and some not
so frugal (expensive.) In my experience, rain gear has a life span of being waterproof.
Some have life spans as short as the time it takes to put in on when you really, Really,
REALLY need it to wear it through two or more rain storms. In the long run, I am not sure that
there is a motorcycle usable rain suit that works all the time in the worst down pour. Maybe,
I just have not found them. The closest ones I have found are the rain suits that the lobster
folks wear on board ships at sea to keep dry. I wore out the knees in mine and thus, the rain
soaked through. All four of us got wet from very damp to ring out the shirt wet.
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Back to the adventure.
We made it to Mt. Airy (Mayberry) for lunch. The rain had not let up and several low lying
roads had pools of water about 1 ½ inch deep for us to get through to continue on. Fixated on
getting to lunch. Never mind “turn around...don't drown.” Lunch and getting to the ride was
our major priority,
We arrived in town during a major down pour and found parking spots. We got off the bikes
and left our helmets on to keep the rain from hitting us on the head. The rain was coming
down at such a rate and the down pours along the roof line were expelling a solid wall of
water at at 45 degree angle.
We went into the diner and took off our rain jackets and helmets. One of our group left his
jacket on for a few minutes to warm up and our waitress placed a towel on the wood floor to
soak up the water.
After lunch, and several cups of coffee for me, we put on our still wet rain suits and helmets
and went back to the bikes. The rain had slacked up a bit and we drove off towards our
destination. As we crossed into Virginia, the rain increased to monsoon rate again. We made
the call to get off the mountain curves we had been riding and take the major highway for
the rest of the trip. Once we were on Rte. 77, heading towards Interstate 81, Sandie was lead
and tucked behind a semi who was bob tailing at about 10-12 miles per hour under the speed
limit. Everyone else passed us as if the rain was not even there. We stayed behind the semi
south bound on 81 for about 25 miles. This was important, as I was the last in line and could
not see Sandie's lights through the rain most of the time on the highway, but I did see the
outline of the semi.
The rain slowed down as we were about 35 miles north of Bristol. We made it to our hotel,
wet, cold and safe. We were so fixated on getting there to be with our friends, that we most
likely did not heed what we had been taught.
The next day, our ride was just fabulous and include a 32 mile stretch of road named the
“Back of the Dragon.” Just this part of the ride made the trip out there worth it (as no one
was hurt.) The “Back of the Dragon” makes Deal's gap look a lot straighter that it is known
for.
During the bulk of the ride, we were rain free and were heading to our “ice cream” stop.
After all. An ice cream stop IS mandatory for all official motorcycle rides.
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As we were approaching the ice cream stop, THE BLACK CLOUD showed up from the south.
Rain started to plummel us and left no time to put on rain gear. Soaked, the ice cream stop
was canceled and we went back to the hotel and changed into dry clothes. The rain stopped
and we walked over to a wonderful meal.
Sunday's trip home was warm, dry and sunny.
Yup, Fixated.

Stay Safe,
Rosy
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Let us hear from you. Tell us about your trip, share some
photos.
Your chapter would love to hear about your triumphs,
family additions, celebrations and any good news you
would like to share.
We are family. We like hearing from you!
Reminder: Write an article and submit it to me at
Editor@WakeForestWings.org

Happy Reading!
Debra K. Lawler
Lost and Found
As most of you know I traveled to Indiana to be with family for my Dad's 84th birthday.
I left Thursday in my truck. I was glad to be in my truck because I ran into the same type of
weather Rosy and Sandi experienced. Most of the day I was driving in heavy rain, fog and
lots of rolling semis. Little to say, I did not need waking up. Once I got North of Charleston
West Virgina the rain stopped. My hotel was not far from there and was a welcome sight. I
was glad to be off the road and stop for the night.
The next day I drove up to Westerville, Ohio to the Iron Pony. I guess I was still tired from
the drive the day before. After driving three hours to get there I did not find anything I
liked. Next time I will have make sure I am well rested for such an adventure.
When I left there I headed to Dad's on the back roads of Ohio into Indiana. My GPS did a
good job at getting me around. But I found many country roads closed. So the detours took
me through part of Indiana I had never seen before.
One of the detours led me to Berne, Indiana. As I got close to Berne I saw many Mennonite
farms. The children playing did not seem to have a care in the world. As I drove through
town I noticed it looked like a little European village. Then I saw the town square. It was a
beautiful sight. It had landscaped grounds, bronze statues, benches, a pavilion and
clock tower with animated figures. It was to pretty not to stop. I needed a good reason
stop and stretch my legs and that was it.
I grabbed my camera to take pictures of the square. As I was taking pictures of the square I
noticed an elderly man working raised flower beds. When I walked over to take his picture
he stopped to talk to me.
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He looked hot. I think he needed a break too. He told me Berne was founded by a group of
Swiss immigrants. I asked him what he was working on. He said he was preparing flower beds
for a flower display. Each year he creates a new display. This year the display will include a
star, butterfly and sun. When the flower beds are in full bloom they will look like natures
quilt. I did not think about it at the time, but I should have asked him if there were any
chocolate shops in Berne.
As I walked around the square I noticed the prettiest Mennonite church I have ever seen. It
was at this point I realized why I was seeing so many Mennonite farms.
It was refreshing to find such a beautiful town. What a great country we live in.

Debra

Click below and read Newsletters from:
North Carolina District
And GWRRA Insight
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Some members of the NC-X and GWRRA family need a little
Tender Loving Care. Please keep them in your prayers.
To all who need healing, not well and who have lost loved ones in
May. May you find comfort in knowing your GWRRA family of
friends are thinking about you.
Debbie Hilliard broke her ankle. She and her household, Johnny and her mom, need prayers
while she recovers.
Joy Kennedy and her household also need prayers as her mother recovers from brain surgery
to remove a tumor.
Let's not forget Teddy Harding and Debbie Kearny.

GWRRA Anniversary

Birthdays
John Bryant
Janice Crawford
Debra Lawler

John & Xiuqing Rooney
Rosy & Sandie Rosenthal
Rick & Barbie Yost

Goose Richards 6/29/00
Jan Bryant 6/19/17
Dolores Patterson 6/04/15
John and Jenny Gunther 6/04/13
Glenn and Joy Kennedy 6/29/15

NC-X April “Participation”
NC-F2 Garner 5/17
NC-C2 Smithfield 5/1
Glenn Kennedy
James Lawler
NC-S2 Sanford 5/5
James Lawler
Rosy Rosenthal
NC-W Eden 5/14
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
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NC-D2 New Bern 5/21
NC-X Birthday Party 5/20

Glenn and Joy Kennedy

NC-X Participants
John and Jan Bryant
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
Johnny and Debbie Hilliard
Brad Bradford and friend Marsha
James Lawler
Andre Eason
Roger and Dolores Patterson
John Rooney
Dean Holton
Dale and Jane Petzoid
Other Chapter Participants

NC-I Asheville 5/26
Glenn and Joy Kennedy

NC-K2 Fayetteville 5/27
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
James and Debra Lawler

NC-C2 Smithfield
Sue and Charles Langley
Kearny and Connie Eason
NC-D2 New Bern
Glenn Alphin
NC-F2 Garner
David Knight and Kathy Keegan
NC-S2 Sanford
Steve and Mary Craig and Kids
NC-Z Rocky Mount
Skip and Becky Ferkol
Roy and Cindy Bryant

Remember the key is to PARTICIPATE”. Participation = FUN.
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Apologies to Debra Kearney. We left out her birthday in February’s issue. We hope the
weather for this groundhog baby (February 2) turns to sunny skies soon as she and Teddy
are need of the healing power of prayers.
Apologies also to Jimmy and Beth Broadway for I erroneously referred to Jimmy as Jimmy
Hemphill. Hemphill was Beth’s name when I knew her in high school.
I ask forgiveness for these known infractions and those that still remain unknown to me at
this time. And I thank each of you for grace and mercy.

Debbie and Johnny Hilliard deserve our thanks for their spectacular efforts in helping
with our birthday party. As do Jane Petzoid and Delores Patterson for their assistance
and as always John Bryant who takes a good time with him wherever he goes. We are
thankful for who helped and all who came.

Joy
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Wake Forest Wings, NC-X Calendar June 2018
+Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednes
day

Thursda y

Frida y

Saturday

1

2

Hill Billy
Hoe Down

Hill Billy
Hoe Down
10:00 am NCS2 Sanford

3

4

5
6:30pm NC-C2
Smithfield
Chapter visit –
Cruizers 5:15
PM

6

7
6:30pm NCD Greenville

8

9
Crab Feast
Ride
2:00 PM NC-U2
Laurinburg

10
Monthly
Gathering
5:00 PM
Golden Coral

11

12
6:30pm NC-Z
Rocky Mount

13

14
6:30pm NCH2 Durham
6:30 NC-F2
Garner

15

16

17

18

19
Breakfast Ride
9:00 AM

20

21

22
7:00 PM
Chapter
Dinner Ride

23

27

28

29

30

6:3pm NC-E
Cary

24
12:30pm NCK2 Fayetteville

Birthdays
this Month
John Bryant
Janice
Crawford
Debra Lawler

25

26

Anniversaries
the Month
John & Xiuqing
Rooney
Rosy & Sandie
Rosenthal
Rick & Barbie
Yost

Rick Yost
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Support All Our Advertisers
11016 Capital Blvd., Wake
Forest NC 27587
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Thank You to our Sponsors.
Please support our sponsors
when you are in need of the
Products and Services they
provide.

Your Ad Could Go Here!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wake Forest Wings (GWRRA Chapter NC-X) is located in Wake Forest, NC.
Our Newsletter is circulated to a diverse group of people all over North
Carolina and is also sent to the Region staff that resides in North
Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. In addition,
your advertising will appear on the Chapter’s website
(www.wakeforestwings.org).
The advertising rates listed below are for 12 consecutive months – 12
issues and can be modified anytime without additional charges.
 Business card - $25.00
One quarter page - $50.00 
One half page - $75.00
Full page - $100.00
Please contact newsletter editor, at editor@wakeforestwings.org

____________________________________________
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Presidential Assistants
Bob & Nan Shrader
floridadd@msn.com

North Carolina
District Team
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National Team
Director of GWRRA
Anita Alkire
director@gwrra.org
Rider Education
Bob & Althea Berry
director-re@gwrra.org

District Directors
Cindy & Roy Bryant
rcbryant@suddenlink.net

Director Of Training
Clara Bolt
toledotriker@gmail.com

Assistant Directors, East
Austin & Peggy Gauthier
austing@mac.com
peggyrm@icloud.com

Membership Enhancement
Larry & Penny Anthony
mepgwrra@gmail.com

