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From Your Chapter Directors
May is designated Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month.
States and motorcycle organizations across the country
conduct activities to promote the importance of motorist
awareness and sharing the road with motorcyclists.
Locally, close to home we at NC-X do our part in promoting motorcycle safety by continuing
refining our riding skills, wearing proper gear and properly maintaining our bikes. May is a
busy month for us and many miles will be logged on our bikes. Be prepared mentally and
physically before saddling up and have fun enjoying you rides.
As some of you are aware after doing some work on Lena’s trike the digital display
(combination meter) went out. In my quest to figure out the problem I looked for loose
connections, talked with several people and searched the web before finally taking the
trike to CPS where the technician performed a 2 hour electrical check and still no display.
The technician next step was to pull the combination meter (another 2 hours labor) but
couldn’t guarantee positive results. Not willing to invest another $200 I picked the trike
up and continued looking for the problem myself.
During this time I contacted Stu at wing world workbench and did everything he suggested
with no success. After having the bike apart the second time for a couple of weeks I put it
back together so Lena could ride in the progressive dinner ride. I guess you know that riding
without a display or speed odometer reading she wasn’t a happy camper.
So after testing all fuses, relays, connectors, swapped ECM, disconnected most all plugs
and sprayed with contact cleaner, disconnected all accessories with no success I did the
next best thing to remedy the problem. The problem is now resolved with Lena being the
proud owner of a 2016 Matte Silver CSC trike. So long story short - that blown digital
display was costly but on the bright side we are again riding color matched wings.

Have a great month and ride Safe.
This was Lena's last article.
We thought it fitting to leave in as it was written.

John & Lena
NC X Directors
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From Your Assistant Chapter Directors
As I sit here trying to write a tribute to Lena I find
it both very hard and very easy to do.

Very hard because it is still a shock to think that Lena is no longer here with us. I was
in Arizona when I received a text from Sue informing me about Lena’s accident and
passing. It was a total shock, as I am sure it was to everyone.
Very easy because Lena was such a great person and there are so many good memories
of her. John and Lena joined NC-X soon after Sue and I did; maybe 2 gatherings after
we joined. For the next four plus years, John and Lena were very active in everything
NC-X did. It is hard to think of Lena without thinking of “John and Lena”, I rarely saw
them apart. While their involvement in GWRRA goes way back, just about everything
we did with NC-X, John and Lena were there and part of the FUN. The monthly NC-X
Gatherings, chapter dinners/rides/events, the visits to other chapters, Chili-cookoff,
Swap Meet, NC-K2 Mini Rally, Myrtle Beach weekend, WOS and Wing Ding.
Two specific memories of Lena. First, she was a great hugger.
Every time we greeted, Lena would give one of the best hugs. She always made you
feel that she was glad to see you and that you were welcome. The second memory
concerns 50/50 ticket sales. Sue and I started selling the 50/50 tickets about 7 or 8
months ago. Lena would make it much easier by pre-counting tickets in $5 (8 tickets),
$10 (20 tickets) and $20 (50 tickets) packets. This saved a lot of time because we did
not have to count tickets. I know that this took time for Lena to do this, and it was
something we appreciated. But it was also very much who Lena was. She was very
caring and helpful. GWRRA was a big part of her life.
Lena will be greatly missed, in fact she is already. I am thankful that I had the
opportunity to know her. John, you and your family are in my prayers.

Roger & Sue
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From Your MEC Officers

Lena was a true Proverbs 31 woman. This passage is not the to-do list that I’ve heard
many woman reference. This passage is a poem, a song actually, that the Jewish men
would sing to their wives in appreciation of their virtue and contribution to the family and
to society. Not a song about being a perfect wife; it is, instead, a song about victory in
life.
Lena was one of the few women whose husbands spoke of her constantly with praise and
adoration. His song includes many of her virtues: she was gracious, loving, honest,
faithful, kind, compassionate, non-judgmental, industrious, friendly, smart—the list goes
on and on. She was never angry, gossipy, mean-spirited, spiteful, ugly in speech or
action. Her contributions to her family and home were many. She created a loving and
peaceful home for her family, a home of fun with games and jigsaw puzzles, laughter and
heart music. She was John’s partner from an early childhood, becoming the great woman
behind that great man. Lena loved her family, caring and providing for each member,
never burdened by them. She was an always loving mom and doting grandmother. Her
contributions to society are many as well. She worked in real estate, mentored children,
volunteered in many organizations. She and John together claimed all the major awards
at the NC OPS meeting in January 2017: best chapter, best directors, best newsletter.
Society at large received from Lena the same that her family and closest friends did.
Lena was a woman of great dignity, a unique mixture of majesty and meekness. She was
all of this because she was a woman who had victory – victory in Jesus. As John closed
her eyes that night, she was opening them to see her mansion in glory. We join Jan and
Dee as they rise and call their mom “blessed.” While she remains a role model to us all,
we will remain a jigsaw puzzle with that last piece missing.

Joy & Glenn,
NC X MEC
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From Your
Special Edition Newsletter Editor
When asked to volunteer as the May newsletter
editor I knew the job would be difficult at best.
I have cried a million tears, smiled and laughed
at the beautiful tributes that came in for this
newsletter.
James and I will miss Lena's beautiful smile and
big hugs the most. We will never forget her.

It Takes A Moment
By
Debra K. Lawler
It takes a moment to say I love you.
It takes a moment to smile.
It takes a moment to hug.
Take a moment to live.
Take a moment to embrace.
Take a moment to say what’s on your mind.
When the moments are suddenly taken
Don’t regret what you missed.
Don’t say I should have.
Know you did your best.
Know you were kind.
Know you lived.
Dedicated to Lena Bryant
Debra K. Lawler
1&;Photographer
NC X Tribute Newsletter Editor
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From Your Motorist Awareness Coordinator
Brad Bradford
Tribute to Lena Bryant

Time is the commodity that none of ever seem to have enough of. There are always
so many things you wish you had done, seen, gone…or said, but there never seems to
be enough time.
I must say that within the relatively short time that I have known Lena, she has
proven to be one of the busiest, most thoughtful, hardworking, people-centric
people I’ve ever known. She worked hard for her GWRRA NC-X family as exemplified
by the award recognitions she received as Newsletter Editor of the Year, Co-Chapter
Director of the Year, etc.
She worked hard for her personal family as exemplified by her devotion to her sister
who requires assistance, her complete devotion to her grandkids (and their obvious
love and adoration of her), and of course her unquestioned love, admiration, and
cheerful teasing of her forever boyfriend/husband, John!
Was there ever a couple that more completely fulfilled each other? I don’t think so.
I started this tribute by stating that there never seems to be enough time to (fill in
the blank). However, I can truthfully say I managed to find the time to say as often
as possible how much I thought of what Lena meant to those I mentioned above. It is
for that reason that I can say farewell to Lena and believe that she knew what she
meant to me as a friend and how I felt about what she meant to so many others.
I will miss you greatly, Lena! So now, please rest!

Brad Bradford
NC X MAC
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From Your Webmaster
In Memory of our friend Lena

Ever since Lena came into our lives, it was very evident that she was a special person.
Lena always had a smile for us and always greeted with us loving hugs. She was a
beautiful person and made us always feel welcome whenever we joined her and John at
the many chapter events held at their home. Lena always had a talent for keeping John
on tract whenever we had events and she and John made an excellent team as Chapter
Directors. All of the work Lena performed was always in the best interest of her friends
in Chapter X. Her ability to manage the role as Chapter Director was 2nd to none. This
was evidenced by the many awards our chapter and Lena and John received as chapter
directors.
Lena also had a special talent to make everything FUN and tried her hardest to make
sure we all had FUN. We looked forward every month to her newsletter as it was always
a work of art and her efforts in producing the newsletter were recognized recently as
the best newsletter in the entire District.
Our only regret is that we didn’t meet Lena sooner in our lives so that we could witness
more of her radiant charm.
While we know Lena was taken home long before her time through a tragic accident, we
also know that the Lord will take us when he wants us to come home.
We know that Lena is in a much better place now in God’s kingdom. We know she is
watching down on us and will continue to support John and her family from the
Heavens. One thing for sure is that we feel we will all see Lena again when the Good
Lord calls us all home. We also pray that John and his family will find peace knowing
that Lena is with God now and enjoying the fruits of her labor while she was physically
on earth. Her soul is with our savior now and we know she is at peace with Him.

Rick & Barbara Yost
NC-X Webmaster
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From Your Ways & Means Coordinators
Memory of Lena Bryant

We lost a friend and leader on April 30th. From the time I met her, I
was curious about this tall lady with grace standing equal to her tall
husband. As time passed I realized the true grace of this lady, greeting
all with love and wisdom, listening and putting others first.
A favorite memory of Lena was riding home in my car one Saturday after
having a wonderful breakfast with our NC-X family in Bunn, NC. We
laughed and talked about our travels, life and family. She was most
proud of her family, two daughters, grandsons, and loving husbands.
I regret that I couldn’t spend more time with her. I learned from her…
we are told that a child will lead them…I’m glad I was blessed to have
gotten to know her and gotten to see so many of her wonderful family.
Thank all of you for Lena, we are all the worse in her passing but
stronger to be blessed by her grace. She will always be remembered in
our hearts.

Dolores Patterson
NC X Ways and Means
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From NC X Members

TRIBUTE TO LENA BRYANT

It is difficult for me to think of Lena on her own merits although she had many.
The team of Lena and John is how I remember Lena. Lena was the best partner in a
marriage that I’ve ever seen. She would always be ready with a smile and a laugh
especially at Chapter NC-X meetings. Lena and John complemented each other so
well.
Some of the creative stuff she would come up with for the Chapter X meetings was
amazing. Other than the Chapter meetings, I will remember the breakfast rides we
did with her and John, and about 4 or 5 others from the Chapter in 2015. I always
looked forward to those gatherings each month.
Warm, winsome, accepting, creative, ready -- willing – able – creative - - humorous,
effective leader – great sense of humor.
It is difficult for me to consider Lena’s attributes and achievements without
connecting her with John. John and Lena -- an amazing team. I think of the hours
she must have spent preparing the Chapter NC-X Newsletter each month! Thank
you Lena for coming into our lives!

Rick Crawford

So sorry John, I know how you feel. It has been
just a few months ago that you and Lena were at
my home to comfort me for my loss. You will
carry her love in your heart for ever but each day
will get easier to live with, Hang in there man, if
you need me I'm here. may our God comfort you
today and the days to come.

Johnny Hilliard

From Lena's Memorial wall
on the Dikens Funeral Service Website.

So sorry! We have lost a wonderful woman.

Polly and John Murphy

From Lena's Memorial wall
on the Dikens Funeral Service Website.
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From NC-C2
Lena Bryant was one of the sweetest and loving
people you would ever meet. If you knew Mrs.
Lena you know that is the truth if ever told !!!!
Don't forget F U N either !!!!! She was AWESOME,
Linda and I will miss her! The World will miss
Mrs. Lena!
Linda and I are better people today for meeting
Mrs. Lena !!!

Linda & Tom Tipton
C2 Chapter Directors

Lena Bryant, if looked up in the GWRRA definitions list, means love of people.
You have all known people who when you have a conversation with them, they make you feel
like you are a very special person. Lena was one of those people, you always felt that you
were that only one she talked to.
She and John, from the first time I meet them as new members at a Wake Forest gathering,
made me feel I had known them for a very long time. When I thought of one of them, I
thought of both of them. That was due to their love for one another and their love for people.
I feel sure there are many many people in North Carolina as well as The United States that
will tell you they feel the same way when they think of Lena and John Bryant.
As Joy Kennedy so very well expressed, when talking about Lena at the celebration of life for
her, how do you talk about Lena without talking about John. We will continue to think of Lena
as being in our midst because she will continue to live in our hearts.
John, our thoughts and prayers will continue for you as you continue with wonderful memories
of a dear friend and mate. God richly blessed us by putting Lena in our lives.

Frankie Medlin
C2 Chapter Newsletter Editor
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Lena's Tribute
You left too soon
we did not say goodbye
there was not time
Before He called you on high
So many loving things
we have heard about you
but only a glimpse
were we able to view
We wanted to know you better to learn
more about you
to draw from your life
to feel the goodness inside you
we knew you were special
we could feel it in your presence, in
the light that shone around you but you
left too soon...
Goodbye beautiful lady.

Jane Petzold

From NC A
We will definitely miss our friend Lena; miss your
smiling face, your knowledge of GWRRA and great
Chapter X newsletter.
You were a special lady inside and out. We pray for
John and their children along with NC-X family
RIP Lena until we meet again.

Bill and Janice Buckner

NC Chapter A COY

From Lena's Memorial wall
on the Dikens Funeral Service Website.
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From NC-E
We in Chapter E are praying for you and your family, John.
While we never understand why things happen as they do, we pray
that God will give you comfort, and eventually peace. Lena was
always so very welcoming at your chapter meetings.
She will be missed.

Leslee & Ron Turner

From Lena's Memorial wall
on the Dikens Funeral Service Website.

From NC-N
Tribute to Lena Bryant
Our hearts are sadden to hear that you have left this
earth.
We are so happy that you got to meet Baby Howard at
Wing Ding 2016 and honored that he was chosen to be the
youngest member in attendance. Even though the plaque
was not there at Wing Ding , that was OK, because we
blamed that on John, remember? The plaque was given
to him in November and we also blamed that on John for
taking so long. It is hanging in my home to remember you
and John.
RIP our friend.

Clifton, Amber Danforth and Baby
Howard Jennings
Chapter N Burlington, NC
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To John and the entire Bryant and Staton families,

From NC-O2

The members on NC 02 in Hickory will continue to pray for the peace that
only God and time can bring.
Ronald and Beverly Chapman
And all the Members of NC 02

From NC S2
John I am so sorry to hear this.
I still tear up every time I think about
Lena. I know the Lord must have been
ready for her. She was an amazing
person. Always smiling.
Praying the Lord gives you some
comfort during this time.
God Bless.

Sue Hays
NC S2 Chapter Director
From Lena's Memorial wall
on the Dikens Funeral Service Website.

From NC Z
She lit up a room.

Bill Bemisderfer
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From NC District Staff
We were touched by Lena Bryant the first time we ever
met this wonderful lady. She was always an inspiration to
anyone she came in contact with. Her outer glow was so
contagious that when you left her presence, you too were
filled with that same glow to share.
Our friendship with Lena is one that will still carry on
through memories and we know, heaven took our Angel
Here On Earth home.
MEMBERS ARE NUMBER ONE!!!
Roy & Cindy Bryant
NC District Director

I’ve been trying to wrap my head around this horrible news of Lena;
Our heart is sick for John, the family and all of Chapter X. Austin & I both have been
in John’s present nightmare, there are no words of comfort to ease this horrific pain
he’s feeling. Time only helps us cope, not get past the pain; the void is a living hole
our hearts can’t get out of.
I truly feel it’s because we loved so deeply; we’re so thankful Chapter X is so very
close. I’ve been looking back at pictures I’ve taken along the way, so thankful for them
& the memories. Lena was such a loving, beautiful person; her heart was pure &
precious. She will forever be truly missed, but never forgotten.
John will truly need all of you in the weeks & months ahead; please know if we as his
friend & ADD’S can do anything we are as close as the phone. Trust me, when I say
anything I MEAN Anything.

Peggy and Austin
Gauthier NC EAST ADD
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Tribute to Lena Bryant
Lena Bryant was a beautiful lady on the outside as well as on the inside. She was a
caring person for everyone that she met and made friends very easily because she was
an outgoing person. She had a beautiful smile and was always willing to help anyone that
needed to be helped.
My heart aches for John, their family, Chapter X family and all the friends that she had
throughout her life. Yes our hearts are empty right now but let’s fill our thoughts with
happy memories of Lena, because one day we will see Lena again.
I know you loved riding your motorcycle as much as you loved John and your girls. Ride
your Goldwing in heaven, Lena.
She gave me hugs like she loved me. This is something I will always remember about
her. She will be missed by me and everyone that knew her.
God has a beautiful angel by his side now to look down on us.
Rest in Peace, Lena

Libby Jennings
Central – Assistant District Director
NC - GWRRA

Lena, our friend
Charles and I first met John and Lena Bryant during the GWRRA Couples Selection. Her
words of encouragement when we were not selected have never been forgotten.
Through the years our friendship has grown and blossomed beautifully. We have shared
many special times together. That's because Lena has the gifts of grace, caring,
concern, loyalty, laughter, joy, compassion, humility, humbleness, giving, kindness,
and let us not forget integrity.
To our friend John and all of the family, our prayers are with you.
We are heartbroken because of Lena's absence here on Earth, but her walk with the
Lord was evident and we know one day we will stroll over Heaven together again.

Love,
Charles and Sue Langley
NC District MEPC
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Lena was a bright and friendly women with a love of life.
She always had an upbeat and positive demeanor.
She was always encouraging people to do their best and
be proud
of what they had accomplished.
She loved people and always greeted them with a warm
heart. We appreciate the time we got to know her and
spend time with her. We will miss her and all
of her energy.
Lots of love my dear friend.

George and Brenda Harper
NC District Couple
Lena Bryant was an inspiration to everyone she came in contact with.
Although I personally had only known her a couple of years, I felt as if I had known her for
decades. Lena always had great smile on her face and always made you feel good with a
special warm hug.
Lena was special to me as she herself was a Newsletter Editor and was much like myself in
always finding ways to make her newsletter look great and fun to read.
Although she is gone, she will always reside in my heart and I was blessed to have known her
and be able to call her FRIEND. John and family, I morn with you and I pray for your hearts to
be healed and that you ALWAYS remember what a beacon of light she was.

Steve Craig
NC District Newsletter Editor
NC District Webmaster
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John,

From Region N

It breaks my heart each time I think of what a loss we have all suffered in
Lena's passing, knowing that is nothing compared to the hole this has left
in her immediate family.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time. Know
that we are here for you if you need us.

Glenda & Alan Keough
Region N Directors
From Lena's Memorial Wall
On the Dikens Funeral Service Website

From Texas District Directors
We have known John and Lena since we joined GWRRA in 2004. They were a big
part of us promoting our Chapter Couple of the year program within our chapter.
Lena has always been a beautiful and classy lady. She was so friendly and kind to
everyone she met.
She will be dearly missed.
She will always be in our hearts.

Mike and Robin Thacker
Texas District Directors
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Former Texas District Directors
We are deeply saddened to hear of our sweet Lena’s passing. We say ours as she
was a true Texan as well as a Tar-Heal. She was a major part of the heart and soul
of TX-R’s famous history. Anything Chapter R was up to, you knew she was a part
of it.
As the Chapter COY they went on to become the Texas District Couple and then
became part of our staff at District. She will always be part of our memories and
will be missed by all of us from Texas that had the privilege to know her.

Ken and Barbie Peterson
Former TX District Directors
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Lena Bryant
Such a special friend.
I was talking to another Texas Chapter R member about Lena and she told me “I always
looked forward to seeing Lena at the Chapter R meetings. I felt like we connected.
She made me feel special.” That was Lena’s gift. She made everyone feel special.
Lena and I met at a GWRRA Texas Chapter R event and we instantly bonded over our
NC connection. Before moving to Texas, I lived in Rolesville, NC, just outside of
Raleigh. We developed a close friendship during the time she and John lived in Texas.
Lena was always fun to talk to and was so excited about participating in every possible
event. When Fred and I were Chapter Directors, we asked John and Lena to be our
Chapter Couple of the Year. That was probably the best choice we made during our
tenure as Chapter Directors. They brought such joy and enthusiasm to everyone.
This picture is during one of our chapter
camping trips to “Gobbleville” in central
Texas. Funny how a turkey ended up right
in front of their tent in the early morning!

One of our many dress competitions.

John and Lena were on District Staff when
they announced Fred and me as Texas District
Couple of the Year.
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Lena was so excited to move back to NC to be close to her
family. As much as she loved GWRRA, her passion was her
family. You could see her face light up when she was with
John, when she talked about her daughters, and especially
when she was bragging about her grandchildren. Her light
was pure love! Although we were miles apart and had not
seen each other for a while, the close friendship remained
and you could feel it over the phone.

Lena personified the GWRRA motto. She loved
being with John and her GWRRA friends. I cannot
remember seeing Lena when she wasn’t smiling
and having fun. I will always remember that and
take comfort in that – she was having fun and
living life to the fullest.

Rest in peace, my dear friend, and rise in glory!

Mandy Mew
GWRRA International Couple of the Year, 2010-11
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The following pages are Lena's final newsletter articles in order as written.
CONVERGENCE
(SPRING CLEANING and GOLDWING MAINTENANCE)
CONVERGENCE is when two or more things come
together to form a new whole…
However, in this story convergence resulted in something that was already whole being
disassembled into an untold number of separate, sometimes seemingly unrelated,
component parts.
After a long cold winter, the arrival of Spring is known to inspire natural instincts of
reemergence, renewal and an irresistible urge to clean EVERYTHING. Combine this with a
major maintenance cycle coming due and you could wind up with what was a perfectly
good GL 1800 disassembled and spread across the entire floor of your garage.
I was facing a major maintenance cycle where all the hydraulic fluids, coolant, oil and air
filters were due to be changed along with valve clearances checked. The only thing that I
did not have to do was change the sparkplugs. It was also necessary to replace the front
brake pads and I decided to replace both the low beam and high beam HID headlights with
new LED lights; A lot of stuff to do.
I not only appreciate, but marvel at the superior engineering of the Honda Goldwing. You
drop the bike and the only thing touching the ground is the two rubber tires and the
bottom side of the strategically placed protective saddlebag bar. But what in God’s name
possessed those wonderful Japanese engineers to design a bike where the top half of the
bike must be disassembled and removed just to install a new air filter? I think that
Honda just laid an air filter on the floor and built a bike around it. Having an airbag
model adds another level of difficulty to gaining access to the air filter housing. Honda
maintenance shops will charge anywhere from 2 ½ hours to 3 ½ hours (at $99 per hour) to
change the air filter for an airbag model. The first time I ever tried it took me 3 ½ days.
I have to say however that it provided a wonderful opportunity to inspect, clean and wax
the bike in areas not available to the normal Saturday afternoon driveway wash. With all
of the maintenance items and the thorough spring cleaning and waxing, it took me over 2
½ weeks (working on it on and off as I am not yet retired and must still work for a living) to
get the bike back together WITH NO PARTS LEFT OVER! It is a great satisfaction knowing
that everything on the bike is in proper working order and ready for the new riding season.
LET’S RIDE!
Joy & Glenn, Your MEC Officers
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Special Invite to All…………..
Chinese Auction or ticket sales: Bring your $1 bills. All net proceeds
are donated to the O’Berry Center – Gifts On Cycle. Auction or sales
item TBD but it will be nice!
Reminder: Write an article and submit to NC-X newsletter editor at
Editor@WakeForestWings.org for a chance to win a neat prize at our
next monthly gathering. You must be present to be awarded the prize.
Wings Over the Smokies 2017 Goldwing Tickets: If you’ve not gotten a pack of tickets, see me
as soon as possible. They are $1.00 each this year. Want to buy tickets, see me or any staff
member.

Lena Bryant, Newsletter Editor
Click below and read Newsletters from:
North Carolina District
Region N, and
GWRRA Insight

Believe It Or Not
When I ride my motorcycle it takes me back to being a kid and if you enjoy riding like I do it
may do the same for you. The only thing is that we are not kids although we sometimes act
like we are. As we get older our body begins to change. If you know you have a health issue
don’t keep it to yourself. Share what health problems you have, it can make the ride better
for you and the rest of the riding crew. When you are riding in a group it will allow other
riders to notice you and help you if your sickness happens to flare up. Diabetes is one of the
health problems that can affect the ride. Share your health problems and enjoy your ride.
André Eason NC-X Educator
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From Your Chapter
Couple of the Year

When You Just Can’t Get Enough
My oldest son loved playinng soccer. He took his ball with him everywhere he went; then if he
was waiting -even three minutes- he would be juggling that ball. He even took his ball to bed,
so that, on nights when he couldn’t sleep for some reason, it’d be right there and he’d start
tossing that ball. This constant contact and practice and focus with his ball made him an
exceptionally skilled player.
This article is for someone like him. It is for the die-hard motorcycle enthusiast – for those for
whom riding is just not enough! For those who have a garage full of motorcycles, with at least
one that is not worth repairing; the one you just can’t part with; perhaps its your first bike; or
perhaps the sweetest ride you’ve had; the bike you’ve loved the most; you know, the one you
are irrationally emotional about. Or perhaps you are like us and have only one bike and choose
to ride every opportunity you get, and still that is not enough. I have an answer for you. Bring
that bike inside!
Look carefully. Do you see the table? But maybe you don’t want a moto-table in your dining
room, or perhaps your breakfast nook is all windows, like mine, in that case how about a deck
table, perhaps beside your grill as a cooks’ table, or maybe inside your screened porch? It’s
such a novel idea, it’s sure to be a real conversation piece, and an open opportunity to share
why this one ride is so special to you. The only improvement I can imagine is a transparent
GWRRA logo on the bottom side of the glass so you can also also share why GWRRA is so special
to you.
If you decide to go this route, please share the results with us all.
But be forewarned, I can’t guarantee the constant exposure to the moto-table will improve
your riding skills. After all eating shares no skills with riding!

Joy & Glenn Kennedy
members@wakeforestwings.org
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From Your Assistant Chapter Directors

“April showers bring May flowers”. Do you believe that saying? Up until the last couple of days
we have had a pretty dry April, but the past two days have been almost non-stop rain (about 6
inches). That made it difficult to ride much this past weekend. We should have a bumper crop
of flowers in a couple weeks.
We are busy getting ready to head to South Africa, so that means we are going to miss most of
the NC-X events which makes us unhappy. But we know this is what God has for us. We would
love to go on the camping trip to Grandfather Mountain Campground this coming weekend, or
the upcoming Crab Ride and Feast! Both of those events are going to be a lot of FUN, and we
wish we could be part of them. We are also going to miss the May and June NC-X Gatherings.
And, a couple weeks later we will be gone until late November. NC-X is a great chapter, and
there is always something exciting around the corner.
Sue and I are spending a couple days at The Anchorage, a Christian Camp on Lake Waccamaw,
NC. I wanted to ride the bike but couldn't due to the rain. We are working with some friends
that came down from Vermont to do some work at the camp. Roger spent the day helping hang
drywall, while Sue helped restore an old rocking chair. We will be heading home Wednesday
morning. On Friday, Roger is heading out with a team from our home church to the Bill Rice
camp in Arizona. This is a “Men’s for Missions” team that will be doing work around this
Christian camp for a week.
Our house is finally on the market. We have had several people look, but no offers yet. Having
to keep the house spotless in case someone wants to look at the house gets old real fast. Then,
every time someone comes you need to leave for an hour.
Taxes were due a week ago and I got mine filed with about 10 hours left to spare. I was in a
rotten mood once I finished them, especially since I had to pay money to the state. I was able
to ride my Goldwing a couple times since then, so I am stating to feel much better.
Roger & Sue
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Road Captain’s Course
Many of you have taken the GWRRA Road Captain's
course. There are so many things to learn and the course
is designed to not only teach but be fun at the same
time. Lots of smiles at the end of the course and all are
ready to be part of the group to safely navigate the
roadways.
For a time, Sandie and I helped teach the course and it was amazing how students
reacted when some of the details and responsibilities were explained. Most of you know
what I am going to say, so this may be a reminder. If you have not taken the Road
Captains Course, please take the time to do so. It is fun and very helpful in allowing
every rider the chance to enjoy the ride and get home safe.
I always looked at the road captain assignment as a great honor and/or privilege. Most of
you know some of the parts, lead, tail gunner (also known and the rear guard) and the
ones in the middle. A key element that is used quite extensively with GWRRA and other
close knit motorcycle groups is the size of the group and radio communications.
The group size is defined in the course, do we always follow the course values, no. For
one reason or another, the group has a tendency to get a little large. Is this safe,
sometimes, not always. What we then depend on is communications. The use of our CB
radios on our “private” channel. At the driver’s meeting prior to the ride, the main
channel is announced, and everyone who has a CB is expected to change channels to
operate on the main channel. What is not normally announced is an alternative channel
should the main channel become unusable due to bleed over or other riders close to the
group. The ride leader should give every driver an alternative channel when the primary
channel is not usable.
At the minimum, the lead and tail should have CB communication between themselves.
This helps in keeping the group somewhat connected and together. Are you required to
have a CB radio to participate as a road captain, tail gunner or rider? NO! It does;
however, allow those who do had CB radios the ability to talk about you.......OH MY.
What it does is allow everyone who has a CB radio to hear information, such as look to
the left or right to see an interesting sight or event, or danger warning, such as a car
coming off the on highway ramp without slowing down or looking.
I, for one, enjoy being the tail gunner. It is a serious place to be as the tail gunner
watches the group from a unique vantage point. We can see when a driver is having some
type of difficulty, such as a problem with their motorcycle or some type of possible
medical issue.
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Example, many years ago, I was part of an eight (8) person group riding through the
western United Sates, when the Tail Gunner called me on the CB radio and asked if I was
OK. It turns out that he saw me weaving around in an abnormal way and I was over heated
and dehydrated. The lead of our ride heard the exchange and found a fast food place for
us to stop and get me inside, cooled down and lots and lots of water. Yes, this is a rare
instance, but it does happen. More often the tail gunner sees objects of all types and sizes
“fall” off the motorcycles in the group.
Each GWRRA chapter that we have ridden with over the years have developed some
unique styles of ridding that make their rides enjoyable. Such as how to change lanes as a
group, CB radio use or just who is telling the best story along the way. Riding in a group is
a lot of fun and when you ride with friends, the fun factor can go off the charts.
When you can, please ride with the various groups and have a great time with your new
and not so new friends.
If you have not taken the Road Captains course, please do so........it brings the FUN to our
ride.
Rosy Rosenthal
Charter Chapter Member
Black Mountain Chocolate Factory
What a great day for a ride. We had three riders and three bikes
(James, myself and Glen Kennedy). No rain!!! The morning was
cool and traffic was light. It was perfect for an easy ride to
Winston-Salem.
Black Mountain Chocolate Factory was fun to visit. They are a bean to bar chocolate
factory. We managed to get the covered parking in front for the shop. Once we got inside
we were given a mini tour followed by samples. There were several chocolates to try. Of
course we had to try them all. After that we rode to Elizabeth's Italian restaurant and
pizzeria. The parking lot was very large and so was their dining room. The service was
excellent and so was the food. We shared a large pepperoni pizza for $10. They
definitely lived up to their reputation.
We can't wait to see where our next adventure takes us.
Debra K.Lawler
Chapter Photographer
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From Your Motorist Awareness Coordinator
Brad Bradford

May is Motorcycle Awareness month throughout the US. It is a perfect time for us as bikers
to display to the rest of the motoring world just how important it is that we share the road
cooperatively. Please do your part to promote safe riding habits by making yourself
conspicuous with the apparel you wear and the use of signals. Ride responsibly and with a
plan for searching for potential hazards, developing a plan for mitigating those potential
hazards by playing “what if”, and executing the plan if any of those hazards present
themselves. Give yourself plenty of room to negotiate around hazards and plan an escape
route.
The riding season is getting into full bloom and we’d love to have a season of no major
incidents.
Until next month, Safe Riding!
Brad Bradford, MAC

Happy 9th Birthday NC- X
May 20th
The Charter for Chapter NC-X was approved April 2008 and gave birth May
20th 2008 with official signatures on May 20th. Charter Members…We
Thank You for your insight, hard work and diligent efforts for recognizing
the potential and bringing to fruition the Wake Forest Wings.
We Honor You Today!
Our Hats Off to Each of You!
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From Your Ride Coordinator
NC-X chapter members have had a typically busy month of
April. We started the month off on April 1 with several
members attending a Medic/First Aid training. The
following weekend, NC-X participated in the Blessing of the
Bikes. It was a beautiful day and the ride was awesome.
More importantly, and unlike last year’s ride, there was no
rain, sleet, hail, or snow! How cool was that?
On April 15, we held our annual Progressive Dinner ride. The event kicked off at my home
with appetizers. From there we rode to James and Debra Lawler’s home for a fabulous
dinner, then finally to John and Lena Bryant’s home for desert. Everything was delicious
and the company was as well.
There is a weekend camping trip organized by Joy and Glenn Kennedy scheduled for the
weekend of April 28 through 30. The camp location is the Grandfather Mountain
campground. This is intended as a get together for any and all with no plans for the typical
chapter activities of fundraising, 50-50, etc. It is strictly intended to be an event that
brings good friends together for a fun weekend.
There is a weekend camping trip organized by Joy and Glenn Kennedy scheduled for the
weekend of April 28 through 30. The camp location is the Grandfather Mountain
campground. This is intended as a get together for any and all with no plans for the typical
chapter activities of fundraising, 50-50, etc. It is strictly intended to be an event that
brings good friends together for a fun weekend.
Also planned for that weekend, on April 29, the District Ice Cream Social will be held at
Homeland Creamery. I attended last year for the first time and can attest to the fact that
it was a great ride to and from the farm and the ice cream was very good!
In addition to the above, we attended multiple other chapter gatherings. The weather has
been mostly cooperative which means there have been few excuses for not getting out and
riding.
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Finally the ride that has been greatly anticipated will be upon us in May. It is the
Pennsylvania History Ride May 19 through May 21. The ride is to Gettysburg and Lancaster,
PA. It includes a tour of the Gettysburg visitor’s center for a presentation of the battle
pictorially represented with sound effects then a guided motorcycle tour of the
battlegrounds. In Lancaster, we will spend two nights at the Days Inn Lancaster. If you’re
planning to go and stay with the rest of us, you’ll get the best rates by going to the
GWRRA web site to book your reservations. On the second day, we have a variety of
events that each person can choose from including a trip to the sight of the 9/11 flight
crash, a covered bridge ride through the local area, and a tour of Valley Forge. And there
will certainly be time to visit Amish farms and/or take a buggy ride as well as a short ride
to one of the most delicious ice cream locations on the east coast. That would be The
Jigger Shop in Mt. Gretna, PA. It’s a beautiful country ride of approximately 18 miles and
definitely worth the ride both for the ride itself as well as the delicious ice cream treats.
The following day is the return and we’ll take the eastern route through Delaware,
through to the eastern shore of Maryland and into Virginia, across the Chesapeake Bay
tunnel and back home.
If you’d like to get some historical perspective. https://www.nps.gov/flni/learn/
photosmultimedia/virtualtour.htm
Here is a link to Gettysburg: http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg.html?
referrer=https://www.google.com/#
You can learn more about Valley Forge here: https://www.nps.gov/vafo/index.htm.
If you have questions, please call ((301) 237-0540) or email me
(01goldwingblue@gmail.com).
I also mentioned that Rolling Thunder is Memorial Day weekend and for those interested,
the annual Rolling Thunder ride to Washington, DC occurs. Anyone interested in making
this ride, please let me know. One word of caution though, hotel accommodations for this
event tend to fill up quickly so if you want to attend, you really need to make your
accommodations now. There are many related events occurring on that weekend including
the United States Air Force air show at Andrews Air Force base, a memorial ride to Ground
Zero in New York, and a tribute to fallen law enforcement officers. Of course there are
also all the usual sights in DC such as the Smithsonian museum (including Air and Space,
Natural History, American History, Viet Nam War & World War II memorials, Korean War,
Lincoln & Jefferson memorials, Martin Luther King & Theodore Roosevelt memorials, the
National Capital visitor center, the White House, and the newest monument of the African
American museum, among others).

Remember the key is to PARTICIPATE”. Participation = FUN.
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Finally the ride that has been greatly anticipated will be upon us in May. It is the
Pennsylvania History Ride May 19 through May 21. The ride is to Gettysburg and Lancaster,
PA. It includes a tour of the Gettysburg visitor’s center for a presentation of the battle
pictorially represented with sound effects then a guided motorcycle tour of the
battlegrounds. In Lancaster, we will spend two nights at the Days Inn Lancaster. If you’re
planning to go and stay with the rest of us, you’ll get the best rates by going to the GWRRA
web site to book your reservations.
I look forward to seeing you.

Until next month, Safe Riding!

Brad, Ride Coordinator

Some members of the NC-X and GWRRA family need a little
Tender Loving Care. Please keep these folks in your prayers
and transmit all of your positive energy their way.

Jan Humphries
Sue Turner
John Bryant

GWRRA Anniversaries
Birthdays
Beth Broadway
John Gunther
Chris Humphries
Mike Humphrie
Wedding Anniversaries
James & Debra Lawler
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Luther Greenway
Christina Humphries
Floyd Meeks
Otha and Joan Dunston
Jonathan Richards
Barbie Yost
Fred and Florence Taylor
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NC-X “Participation”
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Wake Forest Wings, NC-X Calendar May 2017
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Birthdays

History Ride

Beth Broadway
John Gunther
Chris Humphries
Mike Humphries

Wedding
Anniversaries
James and
Debra Lawler

GWRRA
Anniversaries
Luther Greenway
Christina Humphries
Floyd Meeks
Otha and Joan Dunston
Jonathan Richards
Barbie Yost
Fred and Florence Taylor

Yost
The “Ride Announcement” on the website is open to all NC-X members to setup andRick
send
out a
ride announcement. You are welcome and encouraged to plan and announce impromptu rides.
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NC-X Classified – Buy – Sell – Trade
1999 GL1500 SE Anniversary
edition. – Great condition with
102K miles.
Contact Andre Eason,
703-615-9206 or email
easonandre@yahoo.com

Great VINTAGE motorcycle.
5,500 made worldwide.
True collector's item. You
won't see another bike like
this with all the accessories
Approx. 110,000 miles.
$2500
Contact John Rooney
919-600-2390

Hartco Custom Seat with
approx. 7K miles. Bought
at WD in 2015. Fit 2001
-2010 GL 1800. Paid $1200
selling for $700 or Best
Reasonable Offer
Contact John Bryant
817-455-0632
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2005 GL1800
For Sale $8500
Lots of Extras: Air
Horns, Extra black
molding for saddlebags
& trunk, Garmin Zumo
Mount, Gerbing wired &
installed switch, Heated
driver & passenger
Corbin seat, Hwy Pegs,
Lighted trunk spoiler
with active turn signals
& brake lights, Lighted front air vents (for safety), Lights in trunk & front storage
pockets, Luggage Rack on Trunk, Muth Mirrors - built in turn signals, New Front Fork
Seals, RAM mount, Ring of Fire & Safety Lights, Trailer hitch (not wired).

For more photos:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dreamssewn/albums/72157667779174923

For more info: Sandie Rosenthal @ DreamsSewn@gmail.com or text
919 671-1342 (I work nights)
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Support All Our Advertisers
11016 Capital Blvd., Wake
Forest NC 27587
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Thank You to our Sponsors.
Please support our sponsors
when you are in need of the
Products and Services they
provide.

Your Ad Could Go Here!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wake Forest Wings (GWRRA Chapter NC-X) is located in Wake Forest,
NC. Our Newsletter is circulated to a diverse group of people all over
North Carolina and is also sent to the Region staff that resides in North
Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. In
addition, your advertising will appear on the Chapter’s website
(www.wakeforestwings.org).
The advertising rates listed below are for 12 consecutive months – 12
issues and can be modified anytime without additional charges.
 Business card - $25.00
One quarter page - $50.00
 One half page - $75.00
Full page - $100.00
Please contact newsletter editor, at editor@wakeforestwings.org

____________________________________________
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Deputy Director
Bob & Nan Shrader
floridadd@msn.com

Appalachian Region
Region N Team
Directors Region N
Glenda & Alan Keough
g.keough@live.com

National Team
Director of GWRRA
Ray & Sandi Garris
director@gwrra.org
Rider Education
Bob & Althea Berry
berryconsulting@comcast.net

Director Of Training
Clara Bolt
toledotriker@gmail.com
Membership Enhancement
Larry & Penny Anthony
mepgwrra@gmail.com

North Carolina
District Team
District Directors
Cindy & Roy Bryant
rcbryant@suddenlink.net

Assistant Directors, East
Austin & Peggy Gauthier
austing@mac.com
peggyrm@icloud.com
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